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Reproductive Freedom: Taking Charge 
Liz Highleyman, Boston 


Today in America, our right to control our 
bodies is under attack. The July Supreme Court 
decision upholding the Missouri Webster law served 
to weaken legal protection for reproductive rights. 
since it enables states to impose tighter restric- 
tions, on abortion. Clearly we cannot rely on the 
state to protect our reproductive freedom. Leg- 
islatures have a poor record of accountability on 
reproductive issues, and Supreme Court justices 
are accountable to no one. 


-Lars (Ditchdigger) 


Ojibwe Indians in north- 
ern Wisconsin harvested mus- 
kie and walleye fish again this 
year under 19th-Century 
treaties, enduring an outpour- 
ing of racism so great that the 
American Indian Movement 
put out a national alert and plea 
for support. While. local anti- 

_ treaty groups sent whites to 
boat landings to disrupt spear- 
fishing, local authorities, not to 
be outdone, made their own 
efforts to restrain the Indians. 

Violence at the lakes 
reached a peak this year. Local 
racists put out a contract on 
the lives of two Ojibwe leaders, 
and police confiscated ex- 
a from. SS sania 


Despite the fact that abortion is currently le- 
gal. it is unavailable to many women. Poor women 
often cannot obtain abortions due to the Hyde 
Amendment, which prohibits the use of Medicaid 
funding. Young women may be restricted by con-` 
sent laws which require them to receive the ‘permis- 

© a sion of both parents or a judge in order to obtain 
ae ` an abortion. Many conservatives are now attempt- 
ing to require the consent of husbands/ fathers as 


well. Many women are unaware of or unable to. 
vantage of their reproductive choices ee 


to geographical isolation or a lack of knowledge. [L 
„in order for reproductive freedom io be a real- 


; -mat aae ensures that the situation will only 
"o  — Doa worse for thosa who rely on besides 


(even ie some of the more 
liberal pro RAR] that drastic measures will be 
fated | to preserve our reproductive rights. We 
must move beyond ineffectuzl legislative and elec- 
troral tactics, and tak the control of our bodies ; 
and our lives into our own hands. 


©. recounts a typical 
night: "Two teams of us Indian 
game wardens went down to 
Bearskin Lake. We can park 
inside police barricades. They 
had the public landing fenced 
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. Anarchist programs for social change have È 
ways emphasized self-help, mutual aid, and the 
development of structures that can meet people s 
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‘Stonewall Celebration 
in NYC! 3. 


T ART ETT 


CREN PEPE ENTIT WSN 


Se A ee eee N E E eee N AR 


‘The Goat In Revolt 


8 
| PLUS! 


“Atrocity,” the hit play 
from Chicago’ s Theater 
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IN SPITE OF VIOLENCE, 
SPEAR-FISHING CONTINUES 


off. | just seen a few white 
people circling and | thought 
*this will be an easy night for 
us.’ Then | looked up on the hill 
and all of a sudden, here they 
come. There were about 100 
cars parked out on that road. I- 
thought there was just a little 
crowd until | walked down to 
the lake, and oh-jesus... There 
were two spearers, one boat, 
six Indians altogether, and ` 
about 200 or so ‘protesters.’ 
All through the crowd were 
guys wearing the orange hunt- 
ing vests that PARR [Protect 
Our Rights and Resources, 
and anti-treaty group] wears. 
"| was helping unload the 
boat, and suddenly | was 


caught on my eye. Big rocks 
¿were coming in. | seen my 


“spearers get beltedinthe back 


a couple of times. They’s 
hollerin’ "Hey Chuck, how’s 
that feel?’ They call us Indians 
“spearchuckers.’ That’s where 
they get Chuck.’ 

"| walked back to find the 
county police and say, ‘Hey, 


my guys are getting rocked 
here.’ And the ’protesters’ 


(continued on page 11) 
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"Je" re ane eae He Se = are Le We're the girls that men find scary. 
We don't wear stockings, we don't wear pumps. We don't serve coffee and we 
don't like Yups." Chicago's No More Nice Girls bring a fresh perspective . 
and condom jewelry to a mainstream abortion oe rally June 17. 
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Writing on the Wall 


The Eastern strike is a 


page SERET 


In the past few months 
we have witnessed a resur- 


tinues to blunt the self-activity { 
and militancy of the workers -- 
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gence of resistance in labor, 

_ which cuts against the grain 
of the retreats and human suf- 
fering which have deepened 
since the PATCO strike was 
crushed in 1981. The last 
eight years have been 
characterized by another 
trend: since PATCO, the 
"leaders" of the bourgeois 
labor movement have 
brooked little challenge to 
their policies of collabora- 
tion, conciliation, and retreat. 


The Eastern Airlines 
strike and the "wildcat" 
strikes in support of the 
Pittston miners point to a 
new resistance...to an 
open expression of the 
confrontation which has 
smoldered these eight 
long years. These actions, 
together with the 

. emergence of an 
opposition movement in 
auto, fightbacks in steel, 
and the increasing 
militancy of nurses, 
teachers, and public 
workers, point to a 
changing mood in labor. 


by Guy Loudon 
EASTERN 


STRIKE GOES 
ON 


As we go to press, some 


_ 15,000 machinists, flight atten- 
dants, and pilots remain on 
strike in a bitter deadlock with 
Eastern Airlines. The Eastern 
strike remains a pivotal con- 
frontation in a period charac- 


terized by years of defeat and — 


demoralization for the U.S. 
labor movement. 
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Workers Solidarity Alliance/Interna- 
tional Workers Assoc. 

PO Box 40400 

San Francisco, CA 94140 

June 7th 


To: Anarchist Newspaper Project 
Dear Comrades: 


The proposal for a monthly North . 
American anarchist paper was dis- 
cussed at the 6th convention of the 
WSA/IWA, which was just concluded 
here in-San Francisco. Various in- 
dividuals in our organization ex- 

_pressed interest in participating in 
the N.A. newspaper project. The con- 
vention decided to encourage in- 
dividual members. of WSA to 
participate and make individual 


. pledges of financial support. 


Also, we would be willing to provide 
the paper with a monthly column (or 
columns) dealing with workers strug- 
gles in this country and the world, in- 
cluding (but not limited to) strikes 
and other direct actions, anarchist 
perspectives on workplace organiz- 
ing, and news of independent 
workers movements. This column (or 
columns) would be prepared by in- 
dividual WSA members, who would 
each individually join the newspaper 
project: > : 


major development in several 
respects: 

1) It illuminates the 
power of the workers at the 
point of production. In a period 
when "labor" consultants 


regularly advise a strategy of 


non-confrontation, the Eastern 


workers have promised, and 


promise, a “war to the end". 
Rent goes unpaid; children go 


without; but the Eastern strikes - 


are prepared to beat -- or 
destroy -- super-capitalist 
Frank Lorenzo at any cost. 

2) The Eastern strike is 
a powerful example of unity 
against the class enemy. The 
Strike began with a walkout by 
the machinists. Eastern had 
hoped to continue operation 


_ with scabs; their plans were 


foiled when the pilots and flight 
attendants refused to cross 
the picket line. They joined the 
strike and pressed their own 
demands. This action marked 
the first time in over 30 years 
that the pilots -- a relatively elite 


- group of highly-paid workers-- 


have honored a “blue collar" 
picket line. 

3) The Eastern strike has 
also contributed to the 
solidarity and consciousness 
of workers outside their union. 
Eastern workers have spoken 
at rallies all across the country. 
Wherever workers are facing 
concessions, the Eastern 


strike helps to galvanize their Sion ofthe Pittston strike. 


determination to resist = 

The Eastern strike 
speaks to both the best and 
worst of a changing situation in 
labor. On the one hand, it 
points to a changing mood -- 
and deepening conscious- 
ness--in labor. On the other 
hand, the deadening influence 
of the labor bureaucracy con- 


We have heard of various proposals 
to the effect that participation in 
newspaper project decision-making 
(such as election of editorial commit- 
tee members) would require pay- 
ment of monthly dues of $20 or $10. 
We would suggest that $5 per month 
would be a preferable dues level, as 
it would allow greater participation in 
the project by a broader segment of 
the anarchist community. 


It is our hope that this project will 
prove successful, providing the 
North American Anarchist com- 
munity with a valuable, reliable, com- 
munications resource. We also hope 
that this newspaper project will serve 
as a Springboard from which our 
community can launch other 


projects. ; 


We look forward to working with 
you in the future. 


In solidarity, 
Mike Kolhoff, WSA member 


Tom Wetzel, WSA National 
Secretary 


ip 


and their chances of winning-- at 


every turn. 


For example, the "leader- : 
ship" of the machinists’ union, the W 


IAM, undercut the active pos- 
sibility of spreading the strike into 
greater confrontation. In New 
-York and Philadelphia, rail and 
transit workers--with no im- 
mediate connection to the strike 
-- were prepared to walk out in a 
sympathy strike (illegal under 
U.S. law). AIM president William 
("Wimpy") Winpisinger urged 
restraint on the grounds that he 
and other union officials could be 
arrested for violating a court in- 
junction against building sym- 
pathy strikes. Maybe it’s time to 
confront the class character of 
the legal system head on. Maybe 
it’s time Wimpissinger 

checked out a new line of work. 


COAL MINERS’ 
STRIKE SPREADS 


1600 miners went out on 
strike against the Pittston Co. in 
April. They had been working 
without a contract since January 
of last year. In the last two 
months, roving pickets and a 
growing spirit of resistance have 
helped to spark a massive wave 
of wildcat strikes involving 

42,000 miners in ten states, 
protesting government repres- 


labor law which prohibit "sym- 
pathy" strikes. The miners have 
unleashed wildcat strikes despite 
court orders, police repression, 
and the back-to-work orders of 
their "leaders". : 


What is the 


newspaper 


project? 


see p.15 


- Wall, 


` Editorial Collective: Guy Loudon, 
Lars (Ditch-digger), Denise Caroline 
Sowa Unora, Nikolas K., Dave Wary 
Buchen, Doug Clark, Darrell Gordon. 
Address your letters to: Writing on the 
3829 N. Broadway, 
Chicago IL 60613, or to Chris Gunder- 
son c/o RABL, P.O. Box 10854, Min- 
reapers MN 55458, or preferably to 
oth. 


Thanks to: Ingrid and folks from the 
I.W.W., Mom Buchen, David Isaacson, 
everyone at the Philadelphia newspaper 
meeting, Dan from ACT UP, Kathleen, 
Michael, all those who helped with sug- 
gestions and ideas even if they don’t 
know it, and all those movement papers 
whose photos we’ve pilfered for this 
production. 


\ 


The immediate cause for 


-the Pittston strike was 


management's refusal to sign 
the industry-wide agreement 
reached in 1988. The com- 
pany also refused to sign any 
agreement which would bar it 
from hiring non-union workers. 
Scabs have not only been 
hired, they are being protect by 
private cops -- frequently 
armed with M-16’s and AK- 
47's. gas 

__ The company is mount- 
ing a take-back drive despite 


aO L iti eee DIG recordipraoila 
~~ Roughly 40,000 -- 95% -o ~ 

‘these workers do not work for 
Pittston; their actions are in viola- 
-= tion of contracts, and of U.S. 


year. ‘industry-wide, produc- 
tion has risen roughly 35%, 
despite a 45% reduction in the 
labor force. The massive 
layoffs have devastated mining 
towns everywhere, while the 
remaining work force faces - 
job-combination, speedup, 
and long hours. 


The strike has been : 


' marked by mass mobilization 
by miners, their families and 


their communities. Road 
blockades have resulted in 
2,000 arrests in Virginia and 
West Virginia. The Democratic 
governors in these states sent 
in troops to protect the scabs. 
A Virginia judge has indefinite- 
ly jailed three union officials for 


-defying his. injunction, and 


fined the union three million 
dollars. 
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ARREST US, JUST 


TRYIT! — | 


Anarchist (and assorted other) Queers Romp and Riot in 
New York City on the 20th Anniversary of the First 


Stonewall Riot 


by Becky Conekin 


As some of you undoubtedly 
know, N.Y. area Radical Faeries put 
out a call months ago for anarchist 
queers and all other self-proclaimed 
deviants to come to New York City 
June 21-25 to celebrate our non-con- 
formity, and to commemorate the 
Stonewall Riot. Stonewall was, of 
course, the scene where 20 years ago 
mostly African-American and Latino 


_drag queens and bulldykes fought back 


against police harassment at their bar 
in the Village, the Stonewall Inn -- 
resulting in a three-day riot and the 
first gay pride parade. Although the 
second mailing for the gathering was 
much more "fag" oriented than the 
first, it had a great call to arms that 
read something like: "Our movement 
has forgotten that our people are 
made up of drag queens, butch les- 
bians, s/m leather boys, vegetarians, 
day-glo hippies, radical Faeries, 
separatist lesbians, boy lovers, queer 
anarchists, witches, queer punks, 


“pagans, and everyone else who is most 


concerned with being herself. Our 
visibility can help create a conscious- 


-ness for a new, more radical culture 


__. fuckin 


that fucking loves diversity, and loves 


a= 5 


>» part of something like that? Well, I 


sSute,as hell did, and luckily I live in 
Boston, the home of the boring, but = ~ 
conveniently only four anda half hours 

~ from NYC. So, there were supposed 


to be these rituals and these circles 


_and things that not being a pagan or a 


radical faerie or even a gay man I 
wasn’t too up for, so I skipped them. 

I guess I should pause here to tell 
you that I consider myself an anarcha- 


feminist and a dyke, but not a 
separatist. I tell you this mostly be- 
cause I don’t subscribe to the myth of 
objective reporting, and my bias will be 
apparent. I’m rather an egoist as well, 
but that’s another story... 

Anyway, I skipped some stuff 
and missed other stuff I wanted to be 
at, such as an action at the Vince Lom- 
bardi rest stop in New Jersey where 
close to 600.gay men have been 
entrapped and arrested for being gay 


_ playful anarchist girlfriend had 


The leaderless crowd took to the 
streets carrying police barricades, 
blocking traffic, and causing marvelous 
mayhem. This went on for about two 
hours with chants like "arrest us, just 
try it! Remember Stonewall was a 
Riot!" and "HO! HO! Homosexual! 
The ruling class is ineffectual!" Most of 
us were riding a great high of playing 
in New York’s streets while being pret- 
ty dang certain that the cops weren’t 
going to do a fucking thing because 
they knew that close to half a million 

_ queers were expected in the streets 
the next day at the Pride Parade. 


men, and the Judy Garland memorial 
sashay. Judy died on the day of the 
original Stonewall riot. I don’t have 
much news on these events. They hap- 
pened, and like most political events, 
some people thought they were amaz- 
ing and others were disapppointed. 
Luckily for you, the reader, this- 
was not the case with the culminating 
event, the re-enactment of the 
Stonewall Riots, at the original site, on 
Saturday, June 24. I really can’t even 
imagine the cynic who could be disap- 
pointed with that demo. It began as a 
really cute street theater bit complete 


< Our visibility can help 
` create a...radical 


oW : culture that 
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A Mi and loves 
Pr 


At some point someone asserted 
their agenda (cool as it wasin this 
case), and we headed down 10th St. to 
the Sixth Precinct station. The rumor 
floated back to me that we were there 
because. two gay Black men had been. 

nurdered on the pier nearby, anc sup- 
posedly even though one of thé guys- 
= — Was found with his pants down, the 
-cops weren’t considering it anti-gay 
violence, and weren’t investigating. 
Gay Community News says we then 
- numbered about 2,000. I have no idea, 
but Pm a blonde. Anyway, some folks 
burned a couple of U.S. flags, some © 
windows were broken, and we chanted 
whatever came to mind and jumped on 
parked cars. The cops locked themsel- 


De 
S a 

azp Ay) FA 
DDSA 
DORISI 


with drag queens, gay men dressed up 
like cops, and yellow foam-rubber 
"bricks". The psuedo-cops attacked the 
Faerie queens with balloon billy-clubs, 
and the Faeries appropriately beat 
them with their handbags. There was 
whistle-blowing, and the crowd really 
got into it, cheering and hurling the 
still-wet "bricks". The crowd of be- 
tween 500 and 1000 (there are no 
police estimates -- Ha! Ha!) was rowdy 
and ready for something; you could tell 
that from the beginning. But what hap- 
pened next I don’t think even my super- 


anticipated. Someone yelled "Let’s 
take Seventh Avenue!" -- and the real 
fun began! : 


fucking diversly.” 


REMEMBER STONEWALL WAS A RIOT! 


ves in the station, and a bunch of them 
stood behind barricades in their 
driveway, which led me to start a bril- 
liant round of "We’re out! You're in!" 
with variations like "We’re out! Stay 
in!" Some woman with a bullhorn came 
out of the station, and was identified as 
the cops’ "gay liaison" (thank you, 
sister!). She spoke some b.s. about the 
decrease in anti-gay violence this year — 
as compared to last. The crowd 


„shouted back, "Fuck you!" and "No 


More Lies!" Eventually, I think we got 
bored, and decided it was more fun to 
play in the streets than to stand in 
front of a cop shop, so we left. - 

By this time, there were 3,000 of 
us, blocking the West Side Highway. 
Here we were even impolite enough to 
make a tour bus turn around. People 
spontaneously linked arms, as they had 
at other intersections, creating human 
barricades. Of course there was more 
chanting, including the ever-popular 
"We’re here! We’re queer! We’re not 
going shopping!" We effectively shut 
down both lanes of traffic. The cops 
looked on, but did nothing. . i 

For some reason we moved back to 
Christopher street and took Seventh 
Avenue. There was a sit-down there, 
but some of us had second thoughts. I 
mean we just didn’t get why we should 


block traffic in a predominantly queer 


area the night before Pride. Call us 
square. The crowd was a bit tired and 
aimless at this point, but basically 
happy. But then one of us was struck 


by a car barreling through on Waverly =. 


Street and an ambulance had to be 
called. We reacted well, with one of 
our crowd explaining eyervthing tou 
and us getting out o e way- 1d 


= bring down the mood, though, and my 


clique dispersed shortly thereafter. — 
People say there was a faerie ~ 
circle, and some partying for at least 
another hour. I hear some others of us 
ripped apart another car which had hit 
some queers, and the cops had to res- 
cue the occupants. There were about 
six incidents of queers getting hit by 
cars. That is really a drag, but all in all 
it was a truly amazing scene. I’ve been - 
to two anarchist gatherings, and in- 
numerable demos, but this was it. This 
was the one where I felt energized, ex- 
cited, and that we were a community 


` of pissed off outsiders playing with 


each other and fucking with THEM. 

. Maybe it’s because I’m queer, or 
maybe it was faerie dust. Who the fuck 
knows?? All I know is that now it’s 
easier for me to believe in anarchy, 
and in fun, and in the power of pure 
numbers of angry weirdos, than it was 
before June 24, 1989. 


STONEWALL IN CHICAGO 


The 20th anniversary of the 
Stonewall riot was celebrated in 


eT N 


Chicago along with the official trans- 
formation of the gay/lesbian com- 
munity into a voting bloc. At the 
request of the parade officials, the 
parade was led by our new mayor, 
Richie Daley, in a turquoise Thunder- 
bird. Right behind hizzoner were the 


marching feet of the Chicago Police 


Department. And behind them, 
where one would expect to find 76 
trombones, was the motorcycle con- 
tingent of the Sheriff's Department. 


In the face of such pomp and cir- 
cumstance, HayDay Anarchists were 
forced to resort to insidious tactics. 
Pushing aside the deep moral 


CARDINAL BERNARDIN SONG 
(sung to: Praise God From Whom 
All Blessings Flow) 
problems involved, HA ran around 
with large cardboard puppets and 
sang songs. Ignoring the fact that 
none of us can "sing,” we ran from 
throng to throng and regaled them in 
song. We had with us two puppets. 
The first was a rather unflattering 
dough-boy representation of the 
mayor. The second, larger and 
heavier, puppet was of Cardinal Ber- 
_ Nardin, the local poohbah of papal 
politics. The archdiocese here recent- 
ly opened up an AIDS hospice. The 


Raise funds for AIDS hospice care 
Raise funds when there are victims 
there - 
But raise no voice just or fair 
And don't come out if you dare 


RICHIE DALEY SONG #1 
(sung to any old thing that works) 


You can call me Rich, You can call 


me Dick 
opening was picketed by ACT-UP be- ; - 
cause of the Cardinal’s open Ill bet you a what makes me 


‘homophobia. Thus.our puppet was 
the two- faced Cardinal -- a smiley 
Cardinal opening the hospice, while 
a grimacing one condemned 
homosexuality. 


I'm very different from my dad 
From him | only learned a tad 
But while you're here at this pride 
event 


Please remember what I’m here to 
prevent 


songs by Davey B. and Lisa B. (no relation) 


Please Recycle - 


That Stonewall may have been a 


riot 
But I'll mow you down if you dare 
try it 
RICHIE DALEY SONG #2 


I’m your mayor now, don't you bitch 
You can call me Dick, you can call 
me Rich 
I'll ride in your parade and give you 
asmile 
But if it’s freedom you want you 
want wait a while 
Cause freedom here is an old 
turnstile 
You must put in your coins to go on 
through - 
If you don’t got none, too bad for 
- you 
Don’t call ita problem, don't call ita 
bitch = 
You can call me Dick and you can 
call me Rich 
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needs free of governmental, religious, or corporate 
control. The state does not “serve the people.” 
We have the skills and the resources to build al- 
ternatives that will serve ourselves and each other. 
All that is needed is the realization that we can- 
not and should not have to rely on the state, and 
the willingness to put time. effort, and money into 
creating these alternatives. 


We can work now to develop grass-roots, self 
help ways to guarantee reproductive choice. These 
could include rebuilding a network of underground 
womens health and reproductive services. Such 


-services flourished in the late 60s and early 70s be- 


fore abortion was legalized, but. have since fallen 
into oblivion as people have put their faith in the 
legal and medical establishments. A major exam- 
ple was the “Jane Collective” of Chicago. This 
group of women, with an average membership of 
20-25, provided abortion services ranging from coun- 
seling and referrals to medical procedures. In the 
early days, “Jane” used the services of sympa- 
thetic doctors, but in time the women in the col- 
lective learned to perform abortions themselves, 
allowing them to greatly reduce their prices (al- 
though women were always provided-with free ser- 


vices if they could not pay). The collective oper- 


ated under conditions of strict secrecy, and faced 
the threat of arrest for homicide. In May 1972, 
only months before the passage of Roe v. Wade, a 
“Jane” front was raided, a number of women were 
arrested, and many left the service. (There is a 


-two-part article by Diane Elze on the “Jane Col- 


lective,” including interviews with former mem- 
bers and implications for today, in the April and 
May 1989 issues of Sojourner.) à 


Because we are taught to revere the medi- 


cal establishment. medical procedures are often ~ 


shrouded under a veil of mystery, ‘leading us to- 


believe that they are anuch more i ami 


the U.S.A. Part II 
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YOUNG WOMYN 
ON ABORTION 


I grew up in the U.S. while womyn 


were battling for legalized abortion. 


My feelings now that the state is under- 


mining that right are Paged by that- 
experience. 


` 


under this veil. Educating ourselves and others 
about our bodies is the first step in taking control 
of our health and our lives. (An good resource is 
The New Our Bodies; Ourselves, Boston Women’s 
Health Book Collective Simon & Schuster, NY, 
19841.) : 

Mechanical abortion in the early stages of preg- 

nancy is a relatively simple procedure. It involves 
no incisions, and does not require general anaes- 
thetic. The most important factors are a knowl- 
edgeable practitioner and sanitary conditions. Suc- 
tion (or vacuum aspiration) abortions are the most 
common method used by clinics today. These re- 
quire specialized equipment that is expensive and 
hard to conceal, which may be a consideration for 
those providing underground services. Menstrual 
extraction is a similar technique that uses simpler 
equipment. Menstrual extraction is not only an 
abortion method; it may also be used to remove 
the contents of the uterus at the time of menstru- 
ation. A knowledgeable support group can prac- 
-tice the technique on each other, and the woman 
having the menstrual extraction can take part in 
the procedure. (The Spring 1984 issue of Kick It 
Over features an informative and detailed article 
on menstrual extraction.) 


There are many members of the 60s-70s un- 
derground services who are still active, or who 
are returning to activism in the face of renewed 
threats to abortion rights. It is important that we 
make contacts with these women and men in or- 
der that their knowledge and skills may be passed 
on to the next gen®ration of feminist health care 
activists. Many current health care workers and 
clinic staffers are dedicated to women and sym- 
pathetic to the cause of reproductive rights, and 
a number of them will undoubtedly continue to. 
provide their services even if they are made ille- — 
gal. easels the bs it stories Spout -back Lace 


Today's youth, the "Choice Genera- 
tion" (and I don't mean they drink 
Pepsi), have grown up in a society 
where abortion is legal even if not 
always accessible. How does it feel to 
have such an established right 
threatened? 

A friend and I interviewed seven 
young women, ages 13 to 18, who are 
active in the reproductive rights move- 
ment. Here are some excerpts from that 
interview: 


Kya: I think that it's not fair at 
all, because I've grown up knowing that 


sanitary, there is no necessary connection between 
safety and legality. 


Many steps can be taken to circumvent gov- 
` ernment regulation of reproduction. The trend 
to return jurisdiction over abortion to the states 
will mean that laws may vary from state to state. 
We could begin to develop an “underground rail- 
toad” to help women travel to states where abor- 
tion remains legal, providing information, trans- 
portation, and safe places to stay. This may be- 
come especially important for young women, since 
age of consent laws are among the first restrictions 
likely to be placed on abortion (these are already 
pending in several states). 


Another program could involve setting up in- 
dependent, non-governmental channels for the re- 
search, production, and distribution of new con- 
traceptives and drugs, such as the early abortifa- 
cient pill RU-486. RU-486. a progesterone blocker 
that causes the fertilized egg to be expelled from 
the uterus. is currently being used in France and 
China, but is denied women in this country due 
to anti-abortion boycott threats and the fear of 
liability lawsuits. We can learn a lesson from peo- 
ple with AIDS self-help groups, who are circum- 
venting the government drug approval process by 
means. of community research initiatives, under- 
ground distribution networks, and use of drugs 
and techniques that are not accepted by the med- 
ical establishment. 


We can educate ourselves about alternative 
methods of abortion. Since the dawn of time women 
have used a variety of methods to control their 
fertility and reproduction. It is only in the last’ 
century, as part of an move-to repress (especially 
women's) sexuality and to privatize and regulate 
health care, that abortion has come under medi- 


Pkt 


' cal Contes) and been Prohibited. Many abortion 
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now that I'm older and I'm.a teenager, 
you-know, sex is a big deal now, and 
getting pregnant, and having children,. 
and if to put it up for adoption or 
abortion, and abortion's always a choice, 
now it's not going to be a choice. It's: 
not going to be there. 

Rachel: In my class right now 
there are three pregnant girls, they're 
sixteen, and one of them already has one 
Child. And so I see it, every day. I 
know what it would mean if there was no 
Choice, ever again. It's very frighten- 
ing. 

(continued on page 5) 
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in Native American and immigrant communities, 

where Western medicine has not taken a strong 

hold. Midwives, witches, and traditional healers 

are also sources of this knowledge. The growing 

segment of the anarchist community that is asso- 
_ ciated with neo-pagan and wise woman traditions 

can be a valuable resource in the effort to redis- 
- cover this lore. 


While women have used herbs throughout the 
ages for abortion, herbal methods should not be 
used casually. They can be very dangerous if used 
improperly. Unfortunately, the predominance of 
the medical establishment and Judeo-Christian re- 
ligion in our culture has made knowledge of herbal 
techniques difficult to come by. A number of re- 
sources exist, but they are often contradictory. 
Pennyroyal, mugwort, and black and blue cohash 
seem to be the herbs most commonly used to in- 

‘duce early abortion. Cotton root bark. rue, pars- 
ley, tansey, and yarrow are also among the many 
herbs mentioned for inducing menstruation or caus- 
ing abortion. (See, for example, Witches Heal, by 
Billie Potts [DuReve, Ann Arbor, MI, 1988] or An 
Herbal for the Childbearing Years, by Susan Weed 
‘Ash Tree Publishers, Woodstock, NY. 1986].) It 
is important to work with an experienced herbalist 
if you are interested in herbal abortion. Herbal- 
‘ists can sometimes be contacted through feminist 
centers or spiritual/occult shops. Most herbs are 

_ available today at health food and spiritual shops; 
they may become more difficult to obtain, perhaps 

even made illegal, if abortion is outlawed and cer- 
tain herbs become known as alternative abortion 
methods. (An article by Ron Haley in the De- 
cember 1983 issue of Kick It Over reveals that in 

Canada many herbs are already being reclassified 

as drugs and restricted.) ; 


Other possible alternative abortion techniques 
include Vitamin C, acupuncture and acupressure, 


| fasting, and hot baths . 


Y 


_. Karen: I think it's pretty scarv 
that this is happening. I think about 
all those womyn who have fought fùr 
their rights to abortion. . . I was at 
this demonstration once when this womon 
came up to me, 
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ist in the folklore passed from mothers to daugh- 
ters and among friends; these were often used by 
desperate women in the pre-Roe v. Wade days, 
and are still being used by women who are not 
-served by the law today. These methods include 
lifting heavy weights, jumping from heights. and 
ofcourse, the infamous coat-hanger and knitting- 
needle. Needless to say, these are extremely dan- 
gerous, and will hopefully become unnecessary if 
we are successful in spreading information about 
safer and more effective alternatives and making 
them available to all women. 


‘Many other methods ex- 


to be pro [choice], and three other 
people decided, "We're con." And we're 
like, "What did we get ourselves into?" 


; There's like no way I would be able to © 
She had tears in her eyes, argue against legalization of abortion. 


I didn't know what was going on and went and we turned around, we convinced two 
"What's wrong?" She just went "I'm glad of the people to become pro-abortion. 


to see that you turned out for this, 
that the younger generation is here." 
But she was also very upset because she 
thought that her generation had accom- 


plished it, but it was a problem again, 


have to go through it again. 
understand. 


that they hadn't done what they wanted 
to do. I think that's horrible, it 
can't happen after all that fighting. 

Lisa: It's like slavery being 
pushed back. It's like, wait a minute, 
we already went through this, why do we 
I don't 


sary. . 

Karen: I still don't understand 
when most of the population is pro- 
SiGEG'= Saas 

Lisa: the polls. 

Karen: Right, in the polls, and 
yet, a law like this can actually be 
passed. It's being presented to us 
like, well you had the right, but not 
any more. it's scary, when supposedly 
it's a democracy, and most of the popu- 
lation is against the decision to 
reverse. 

Lisa: Well, if they took a poll 
asking if womyn were equal to men most 
people would answer “yes," but it 
doesn't mean we're going to be treated 
equal. 

Elisa: We're debating in English 
Class on abortion. . . When we formed 
our group. e . me and Kya got into the 
group definitely thinkine it was going 


We told them, if you're pro-choice, that 
You don't have 


means you have a choice. 
to do it, but you're not telling every- 
one else in the United States that they 
Gantt. See, she was saying, “Well, I 
believe in it in this case." Well, if 
you do, you're not pro-life, then. 
You're. not against abortion then. 
she's like, "Oh, I guess I'm pro— 
choice." 

Karen: I think people are almost 
afraid to say that they're pro-choice 


And 


I don't see why it's neces- pecause it will seem that they're the 


bad people, the "baby-killers." But 
then, I never thought about it this way 
before, but it's true, it's just the 
"bad side" that's been taught to us. 

Kya: I think for young people 
that's the biggest problem, that we're 
uneducated and just live in the dark- 
ness. We hear what comes from our 
parents, we hear from the news, we hear 
nothing from school. (Laughter) 
be in health classes where they'll say, 
like, three words about abortion, but 
they will never ever discuss it. 

Elisa: ) 
the biggest thing was "The best birth 
control is abstinence. Do not have 
sex," you know. Well, not that many 
people are going to listen to that. I 
mean, I'll bet you half of my school 


has sex. (Laughter and pandemonium) 
More than half. Everyone almost. 
Kya: Except for me and you. 


: don't have a baby. 


We'll 


They showed us a movie and 


Pages 
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Currently, efforts are underway by several an- 
archist groups whose aim is reclaiming knowledge 
of health care and taking control over our own 
bodies. At the April 1989 march for women’s lives 
in Washington, D.C., a spark of radical activism 
was provided by the groups from Philadelphia, 
Boston, and Ithaca. NY who distributed materials 
on alternative abortion methods and encouraged 
others to start similar projects in their own areas. 
The anarchist “contingent” at the D.C. march was 
quite large, with participants from many cities, 
and was certainly one of the most:visible and vo- 
cal groups (much to the consternation of the more 
respectable element). Members of the anarcha- 
feminist health care group in Boston which I work — 
With are increasingly being approached by mem- 
bers of mainstream groups such as NOW and R2N2 
for information about abertion alfernatives. Alas, - 
the amount of knowledge to be discovered is great 
and the Person-power is limited. It would be very 
valuable for the different groups across the con- 
tinent currently working on abortion alternatives 
to begin some sort of network to share the knowl- 
edge they gather and to teach each other new tech- 
niques. 


Those who seek to prohibit abortion are deny- 
ing the status of women as responsible moral agents. 
We cannot allow any authority of the state or of 
the church to'take away the right to make our most 
personal decisions. We must fight any institution 
or individual that would take away our rights as 
human beings capable of determining our best op- 
tions given our personal circumstances. We must 
begin to educate and organize now in order to in- 
sure that reproductive choice is a reality, whether 
it is legal or not. When the government fails to 
work for us, and in fact works against us. we must 
act on our own behalf. No one can take away our 
self-determination unless we allow it. We must 
claim for ourselves the fundamental right to repro- 


ductive freedom, and be ready to take our bodies _ 


and our lives into our own hands. O 


Elisa: I know, we're like the only- 
people. : 

Jace: And contraception is much 
broader too. It's not just so you 
Its youn hife- 

AIDS and so many diseases that exist, 
you have to have protection. 

Lisa: Yeah. But they're saying 
abstinence. That's not going to happen.. 
(Laughter and general agreement) 

Karen: I knew a girl who was 
afraid she was going to be pregnant. 

She was, I mean, it's not funny, but 
she was a big pro-lifer, and then she 
was faced with this problem. It was a 


_ Situation where she couldn't dare tell 
her parents or anybody. 


She questioned 
herself. I don't think anyone can 

condemn other people when they haven't 

been in the situation themselves. She 

really changed her mind. 

Rachel: It seems to me that any- 
one who would want to turn it over, 
turn over the decision, doesn't know 
what it's like to not be in total Con- 
trol of a Situation. .°. They can't 
imagine being in a situation where 
their birth control didn't work or 
where they didn't have absolute control 
over it. And, so of course it's very 
ironic that they want to take control 
away from other people. 

Jace: They contradict themselves. 
They don't think logically, I don't 
know where their head is. One was say- 
ing, "Adoption is an alternative." But 


‘a question she should think about is, 


Many people don't want children that 
are born to drug addicts, Black chil- 
dren, mixed race children. . . That's a 
very strong issue to me. 


_ (continued on page 13) . 
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CRACKPOTS AND DREAMERS - 
-- WHO CAN SAVE THE EARTH? 


Writing on the Wall 


by Doug Clark 


Last summer's drought brought 
into focus what many of us have 
known for a long time: humankind 
and the environment are_on a col- 
lision course which threatens the sur- 
vival of every living thing on the face 
of the earth. The greed, depravity, 
and violence which characterize 
human society have also shaped the 


_ way in which humankind relates to 


the environment. The survival of life 
on the planet requires a complete 


_ transformation of this relationship. 


THE CRISIS 


Everyone -- even Gorbachev 
and Bush -- knows we have a crisis. It 
takes many forms: toxins in water, air, 
and food; radioactive waste: deser- 
tification; destruction of the ozone 
and the rain forests; loss of species; 
stockpiling of nuclear weapons, and, 
in some ways the most inescapable, 
the greenhouse effect. 

The environmental mess is 
long-range. We are suffering today 
from what was done in past decades. 
That kind of danger is hard to fight: 
people can’t foresee, and may not 
even live to see, the destruction that 
is happening today. By the time it is 
Clear to all, it will be much too late. 


CRACKPOT REALISM 


But anarchist-minded people 
are not the only ones who know this. 
Others see that disaster is imminent. 


But while they share our sense of ur- _ 


gency, they believe the situation is 
too dire for "way-out" ideas like anar- 
chism. They think what’s needed is 
"realistic" action, within the system, 


_now. They fail to see -- or don’t want 


to see -- that the "system" itself is the 
root cause of the crisis. Their view ig- 
nores the fact that human patterns of 
production and consumption are 
devastating the earth: the system ac- 
tively reinforces -- and survives on the 
basis of -- this destruction. And they 
call us dreamers! 


C. Wright Mills had a term for 
the insanity underlying ruling class 
ideology -- he called it "crackpot 
realism." We need to unmask the 
idiocy of their "solutions." We need to 
challenge the aura of "realism" that 
blankets their discussion, which 
stays comfortably within what capital 
can accommodate. We have to 
pound home that their answers won't 


_ Work; they are too little, too late; and 


our social vision, however "utopian," 
is in fact the realistic response to the 
impending catastrophe. Further, we 
have to emphasize that our clear- 
headed realism can’t be separated 
from the need for revolution. Saving _ 
the planet means a total transforma- ~ 
tion of the human condition and of 
humanity's presence on earth. And 
this means the elimination of 
capitalism society: revolution. — 


A REVOLUTIONARY 


' PROCESS 


; This revolution will have to 
occur on several levels. Most 
revolutionaries. see that capitalist 
methods are destroying the environ- 
ment; but they, like the liberals, don’t 
grasp the depth of the change we 
need. We will not be able to forge a 
new, organic relationship with the 
earth simply, as the Marxist- Leninists 


i Stitutions and in.moralitya 


say, by changing the property forms. 

Saving the environment will take a 

more thorough transformation of 

society and human consciousness 

than the authoritarian socialists im- 
agine. > 


THOROUGH 
TRANSFORMATION 


It is going to take a thorough . 
transformation of our lives. Just to cut 
down on the fossil fuels, we are going 
to have eliminate most internal com- 
bustion engines, totally change or 
abolish the role of cars in our lives, in- 
sulate more and use solar energy, 
change how we eat, and probably 
disperse the big cities. We will have 
to rely alot more on local production; 
we'll have to rely.a lot more on natural 
products. Recycling nearly every- 
thing will have to become second na- 
ture. And that’s just scratching the 
surface. What’s more, these changes 
have to come with the active involve- 
ment and support of most of the 
world’s billions of people. People who 
have been struggling to have enough 
to live are going to have to be part of 
the transformation. And so are people 
who have become addicted to ener- 
gy-wasting comfort and speed, and 
who can’t imagine a tolerable life 
without daily driving. People are 
going to have to live within ecological 
limits -- and like it. How can this happen? 


We need huge changes both in in- 


ness. oo 
e Institutions: That means that the 
major structures of society have to 
-come into line with the environ- 
ment. Andustries have to be reor- 
ganized or eliminated: factories 
have to be decentralized, trans- 
formed, or abolished; major sour- 
ces of pollution have to be 
controlled or eliminated: cities 
have to be re-shaped so- people 
can live without the constant use of 
Cars. -- l 
ə Values and consciousness: And at 
the same time, people have to 
change the way they look at the 
world: They have to be aware of the 
disastrous results of waste; in 
everyday life they have to be con- 
scious of trying to preserve the 
earth. Without both changes, we 
are lost. 


‘TAKING ON THE 


SYSTEM 


We can't win without fighting the sys- 


tem. There is a vast profit-making ap- 


paratus which dominates the human 
presence on earth. Mass consumption, 
chemical factories, pesticides, huge fac- 
tories, petrochemicals, wasteful energy 
use and production -- these are strong- 
ly rooted in profits, in laws, and in the ar- 
mies that. maintain existing states. We 
have to destroy the power of those who 
run this system. If we don't, they will ig- 
nore us if they can, or wipe us out if they 
have to. 

The system has its own horrible 
logic. To these people, it is not realistic 
to give up the bigger-is-better, destruc- 
tive, dominating style of industrial life 
they profit from. Realism, in their system, 
means rushing toward disaster, not 
challenging the notion of accumulation, 
production, and profit. They will not be 
won over, they will not see their power 
dissolve: They must be fought and 
defeated. mee 


Even when ecological catastrophe 
becomes unmistakably close, they will 
find their own horrible answers. There 
are authoritarians who will use the en- 
vironmental crisis as an argument for 
more centralized state power, to 
“save us from ourselves," and force 
us to adapt to an age of limits. For in- 
stance, Herbert Gruhl, a right-wing 
figure among the German Greens, 
wrote a book called The Plundered 
Planet. He calls for a strongly-armed 
ecological dictatorship which would 
aim at "a maximum of military 
preparedness with a minimum of con- 
sumer satisfaction, and therefore, a 


a 


much smaller utilization of natural 
resources." 


| can imagine a nightmare world 
in which breathable air is for sale, 
produced by expensive high-tech, 
while most people live an im- 
poverished, empty, artificial exist- 
ence, and the profiteers continue 
their destruction. These people may 
just ruin our lives, or they may them- 


~~ selves’ go down to destruction too. 


~ But damn sure if they aren't defeated 
they will ruin or destroy our lives and 
our planet! 


Please Recycle 
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TAKING ON OUR 
HEADS 


But we also have to take on our 
heads, and those of people in 


l general. Integrating humanity into the 


environment is, by its nature, a 
decentralized process. It happens, or 
doesn't happen, wherever people live 
and function. No matter what chan- 
ges are made in the big institutions, 
we won't get very far without major 
changes in the behavior and con- 
sciousness of the people of the in- 
dustrialized countries. 


x 


Taken by themselves, some of 
these changes would seem incon- 
venient and unpleasant. They cannot 
be enforced by cops: There couldn't 
be enough cops in the world, and if 
there were, they could be corrupted, 
and they would be. These changes 
can only succeed with the support 
and active participation of the masses 
of people who will be involved. And it 


will take three things to do that: 


~ : : gaa ae 
e First, people have to really un- > 

derstand and agree about the 

situation: The disasters that — 
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threaten, what it will take to 
avoid them, and that we are all 
in this together. This will take 
some serious education, since 
we are dealing with consequen- 
ces that often take decades to 
surface. And as long as we live 
in the kind of class society that 
we have now, no way will people 
feel that we are all in anything 
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And this kind of mutual trust and 
cooperation is unimaginable in society 
structured as it is now. People will have 
to take control of their own lives and 
destroy the power structures. And in the 
process, they will have to trust, to func- 
tion together, to live in harmony with 
each other and the earth. A revolution 
can set free creative energy and im- 
agination enough to rebuild the world. 


much. And if they get power, the 
struggle over their bullying will wipe 
out the battle we need to be fighting 
to save the planet. 

As practical people, and 
realists, we know it won't be easy to 
help create a libertarian revolution 
and a new society. But it will be a 
damn sight easier than stopping 
ecological catastrophe in an 


~ together. 


| e Second, finding this under- 
standing and reaching solutions 
will take a deep and enduring © 


shared by the five billion people 
l on the planet. It will require 
solidarity, cooperation, and 
mutual aid! 


e Third, people have to see that 
there is a better life to be had, - 
and not just a struggle with 
austerity. Saving the environ- 
ment must be linked to a liberat- 
ing social vision. Technology 
and production must be 
revolutionized to unleash the 
enormous potential of human 
creativity. Production must be 
‘reorganized to create 
democratic worker self- 


management, and permit a 
society based on cooperation 
rather than coercion. This 
means we must decentralize 
production. This will benefit the 
environment 
humankind. 


as well as 


Solidarity and a rich social 
vision will be vital in building coopera- 


_ tion in a world that has been divided 
-into nations with differing, and usual- 
_ ly competing, aspirations. 


with the environment, in the process 
of plundering natural resources. In 
Central America, rainforests are 
being wiped out so American ham- 
burger chains can have cheap beef. 
Small farmers are driven out and 
driven to become poorly paid lumber 
workers. 


Environmental activists need to 
unite with revolutionaries in opposing 
local leaders who justify environmen- 
tal destruction as necessary for "na- 
tional growth." In Brazil, for example, 
environmental activists are joining 
with rural workers, peasants, and rub- 
ber-tappers against the big ranchers. 


But it is in the industrialized . 
countries -- where waste is prodigal -- 
thatthe most change is needed. Itis here 


that people, even working people, are — 


most imbued with mindless con- 
sumerism, and the notion that the world 
can continue this way. We need to ex- 
press a clear alternative: People will 
have to envision a life of human 
solidarity, of security guaranteed by 
one’s fellows, of culture and simplicity-- 
or people will never give up the destruc- 


- tive life of today. 


f sense of common purpose ` - 


Nothing else can. 
A ZILLION 
QUESTIONS 


To sum up what I've said so far: 
The earth cannot be saved by reform- 
ing or dissolving the exploitative sys- 
tem we live under: it has to be fought, 
defeated, overthrown. And it can’t be 
saved just by changes in big institu- 
tions, by rules, and by experts: it will 
take a massive, deep change in how 
billions of people understand them- 
selves and their place in the world. 


But this, too, means we need revolu- 


tion! 
All this leaves aside a zillion 
questions. What are we going to do 


~ about technology? We can’t ditch it 


all without consigning most people in 
the world to death. What are we going 
to keep, what will we dump, how will 
we decide, what new technologies 
(such as better solar power, or more 
efficient wood stoves) will we 
develop? How will we coordinate 
planet-wide ecological concerns? 
Who will keep track of ozone over the 
Antarctic -- no local commune lives 


there. Who will track the existing 
toxics? How will we pick our priorities 
in balancing nature against human 
needs? And there are plenty more -- 
real questions, that don’t necessarily 


We don’t have the answers, but 
we have dreams of a world that can 
really deal with the questions. And 
our dreams could come true -- and 
we work to make them come about. 


The crackpots are the ones- 


who dream that ecological 
catastrophe can be stopped without 
a social revolution, deeply linked to a 
revolution in the minds and hearts of 
human beings. The capitalists and 
liberals who think that we can make it 
by cleaning up the system a little bit 
are dangerous nuts. If they’re left in 


_ charge, then about the time that it’s 


too late to stop the greenhouse effect 
from total runaway, they will be 
solemnly resolving that pretty soon 

-they're have to set a date for when 
they really should slow the increase 
in the use of fossil fuels. They are in- 
capable of grasping that somebody 
drastic is going on, and life can’t con- 
tinue as it has been. 


The totalitarians who think they 
can straighten it out by giving 
everybody orders are just as bad. 


People can’t be pushed around that 


authoritarian world. Our vision is a. 
real one. 


Theirs is a nutty pipe-dream. 


ANTI-RACIST ACTION 
MOVEMENT FIGHTS ON! 


by Kieran 


"Racist scum! Class traitors, 
you're not real skinheads! Get the fuck 
out!" scream a young group of multi- 
racial skinheads as they chase and 
boot white supremacist boneheads 
out of the Uptown area in Minneapolis. 


This was the end of 1987, short- 


-ly after the anti-racist skin crew known 


as the Baldies had started organizing 
Anti-Racist Action to combat the rising 


bonéheads. 
The Baldies had decided to 
broaden and politicize the offensive 


“against the nazis. Through Anti-Racist 


Action, the Baldies could reach out 


beyond the "alternative scene" to edu- - 


cate and enlist kids in the fight against 
racism. 

Getting the word out about 
A.R.A.’s success in Minneapolis 
proved easy enough: a couple of men- 
tions in the nationally distributed punk 
‘zine Maximum Rock'n'Roll and the 
letters were pouring in. Young people 
all across the country were looking for 
ways to fight back against nazi 
boneheads, and racism in general. 


For example, in most "develop- have any right answers, that we'll real- ; | ~, : : $ 
ing nations" capitalism not only ly have to wrestle with. THE SYNDICATE = ged 
-enslaves the local economy; it also CRACKPOTS AND p- ve 

i ion’ i i The next summer, while most of es 
disrupts the population’s relationship DREAMERS + \ 


the Baldies were in Chicago making 
contact with anti-racist skins there, two 
pick-up truckloads of KKK boneheads 
rolled into Minneapolis. They were 
looking to kill two prominent members 
of A.R.A.: an African-American Baldie 
and a white, anarchist Baldie, or, as the 
nazi boneheads so eloquently 
described it: "we’re gonna get the nig- 
ger and the communist." 

The Baldies were able to avoid 
the nazis that time; but the need for 
some kind of emergency response 
network became obvious. Thus the 
Badlies initiated the call for a meeting 
of anti-racist skins from the Midwest to 
form "the Syndicate". 

At the same time the Syndicate 
meeting was being organized, Min- 
neapolis A.R.A. was making important 
contacts in the Twin Cities Black com- 
munity. When the Black-American Law 
Student Association, along with the 
Progressive Student Organization, or- 
ganized a tiny demonstration to paint 
over racist graffiti at the U of M, four 
members of A.R.A. did most of the 
spray painting--three getting arrested. 
Of course the Baldies, keeping to their 
style, went beyond public protest by 
finding the nazi scum responsible for 


the racist slogans, and beating the shit 
out of him. : 

in January of this year the first 
Syndicate meeting came off. 150 anti- 
racist skinheads from all over the Mid- 
west assembled in Minneapolis to map 
out strategies and share information 
on battling the neo-nazis. The meeting 
proved to be fuel to the anti-racist fire. 
Since then both Indianapolis and 
Chicago A.R.A. have put out local 


tidé“Of racist violence led by nazi... zines.or newsletters, (the. Syogiceise 7 


= -= 2 s 


national zine also comes O 
Chicago) and organized Rock Against 


Racism concerts. The Brew City Skins- 


of Milwaukee have put out anti-racist 
leaflets, and Cincinnati's Skinheads 
Against Racial Prejudice (SHARP) 
have organized counter-demonstra- 
tions against the SS Action Group. 
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A.R.A.’s politics have grown 


` beyond fighting nazi boneheads. ~ 


Chicago’s Rock Against Racism 
(which was successfully defended 
against nazi attack) raised over $800 
for an Hispanic AIDS education 


project, an important achievement ina 


scene full of homophobia. There is also 
talk of beginning a women’s caucus in 
Chicago A.R.A. 

In Minneapolis, A.R.A. supported 
the Black-led Ad Hoc Committee 
Against Police Brutality in protesting 
the racist murders of an elderly 
African-American couple by the cops. 
At one of the largest in a series of 
demonstrations at City Hall, the only 
white speaker was a 17-year-old Bal- 
die representing Anti-Racist Action 
and the Revolutionary Anarchist Bowl- 


(continued on page 14) 
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by Ned Day 

This Time We Retaliate! 
Toronto, Fourth of July, 1988 -- One 
day after the U.S. shot down a civilian 
Iranian airliner and killed 265 pas- 
sengers, more than 500 anarchists 


marched on the U.S. Consulate and 
then tore through the city’s center, 


` fighting off police attacks, tearing 


doWn and burning flags, and 
desecrating deserving war 
memorials. The demo climaxed the 
annual anarchist gathering which 
1000 persons attended over the pre- 
vious three days. 

Few North American cities had 
recently seen demonstrations of such 
determined resistance. The fast- 
moving action surpassed the anti- 
summit demo two weeks earlier, and 
exceeded expectations of what 
would happen. 

A cop threw an anarchist through a 
plate-glass window and was himself 


tossed in after. Anarchists responded ° 


to police attacks with fists anda.two- 
by-four. When a cop in hot pursuit 
wiped out on wet grass and fell, the 
boots went to him at once while his 
hat was swept away as a trophy. And, 
perhaps a first for Toronto, people 


came to the defense of arrestees and - 


tried to free them. 

The police-instigated riot wound its 
way through downtown Toronto for 
two hours until anarchists organized 
themselves to march back up to 
Queens Park and wrap it up. Twenty- 
eight demonstrators were arrested: 
three cops and anarchists went to the 
hospital. 


Riot in Tompkins 
Square 


New York City, 6 August 1988 -- 
Police rioted for six hours against 
protestors who opposed a new cur- 


few in Tompkins Square Park, a 


lower-east side sanctuary for many 
homeless people. 


oe 


At curfew-time, 11 pm, about 200- 
demonstrators gathered around the 
park entrance at Ave. Aand St. Marks. 
While local squatters handed out 
fliers and several people spoke over 


okenmegaphopnesabe 


gentrification of the neighborhood, — 
approximately 100 cops grouped 
nearby, preparing to attack. 

Riot-clad NYPD drew their clubs and 
formed a wall in front of the main 
entrance to the park. "Over the fence 
and into the park!" chanted those in- 
side as encouragement to those out- 
side. Then the wall of blue 
descended: Batons swung and it was 
back over the fence and into the 
street, where violence erupted at 
once. 

The demonstrators were chased up 
Ave. A to First Ave. and back down, 
where they were-greeted by two 
police helicopters. From the ground, 
the crowd mocked their presence. 
Moments later they were beaten back 
up to First Ave. where yet another 
police attack was waiting. 

Violence continued until dawn. 
Around 6 am, the police dispersed; a 
group of- protesters marched trium- 
phanily into’ the park and others 
made their-way home. The following 
night saw another march, arid on 
Monday the community met to con- 
demn the police, who had clobbered 
bystanders, neighbors, and 
demonstrators alike. New York 
mayor Ed Koch temporarily lifted the 
curfew. 


Anarchists at the 


Democratic Convention 

Atlanta, 17 through 22 July 1988 -- 
Take thousands of tourists and politi- 
cal hacks in town for the Democratic 
National Convention. Paint the city 


breathless to appear accommodating | 


towards protesters and avoid nasty 68 
imagery. Now add nearly 100 anar- 


_ Chists, and the veneer of democracy 
- Starts to fade. 


Sunday 17 July -- A dozen adherents of 
the white-racist Nationalist Party held a 
would-be press conference at the Geor- 
gia Capitol. Atlanta cops and a crack 
anti-riot squad imported from the state 
prison system for convention week 


protected the white-power geeks from 
more than 800 angry people. 

Straining against police lines and 
chanting "Death to the Klan!", "Racist, 
sexist, anti-gay: We say no to the KKK!" 
and "Cops and Klan work hand-in- 
hand!", the crowd held the street all 
morning. 


a march permit they had granted the 


Summer 1989 


people were busted for sitting-in in 
the hallway. While the action had 
been planned as a joint effort by anti- 
nuke and environmental activists and 
an ad-hoc anarchist group, the 
liberals didn’t come through. 

Jail solidarity pitted the fifteen John 
and Jane Does against the Atlanta 
city jail authorities. The mostly Black 
population had been denied soap, 
clean towels, and mattresses; 10 
prisoners were routinely packed into 
cells meant for two. The "Shut Down 
the DOE" prisoners refused food and 
demanded their unconditional 
release and beiter conditions for the 
other prisoners. Instead, authorities 
segregated them from the other 
prisoners until turning them loose six 
days later, in exchange for getting - 
names from them. 

In the midst of the hunger strike, 
guards bearing trays laden with fried 
chicken marched into the gym where 
the mostly vegetarian or vegan Shut 
Downers were segregated. A guard 


` with a video cam-corder taped the 


prisoners laughing and chanting 

“Hunger Strike!" His mistake: leaving 

on the lens cap. He asked for and 

received an encore. 

After the arrests, a police bomb 

squad "disarmed" an empty fruit-juice 

can with beans inside as a rattle. This. 


- PR stunt made TV news two nights 


At the last minute, city officials revoked ` 


racists, who share organizational links 


and ideoloay with the Klan and Tom 


Metzger’s White Aryan Resistance: 


~ePolice tried.to whisk the good ole boys 
_ and their pickup quietly to the Omni con- 


seit peered my 


vention center uptown, but the anti- 
racists figured it out and moved uptown, 
too. 


"There they are!" 

Hunkered down ina parking garage be- 
hind a wall of cops on foot and Harleys, 
the elder racists deployed their skinhead 
"security detail" as hapless decoys. 
"There they are!" cried several anar- 
chists, and fifty or so anti-racists closed 
in. Now, strangely, cop protection was 
thin. A platoon of jumpsuit-clad riot 
troopers stood at attention as the youth- 
ful fascists tested their gnarly shaven 
skulls against a hail of fists and a rock or 
two. 

When the nazi skins unwittingly lead the 
anti-racists near their truck, it was 
promptly emptied of its flags, 
pamphlets, and sound system, and its 
windows smashed. An anarchist 
begged some pages from a 
reporter's notebook as kindling: U.S., 
nazi, and Nationalist Party flags and 

- pamphlets burned hot in the street. — 

20 July -- The Department of Energy 

offices were closed for the afternoon, 
-and fifteen anarchists and Rainbow 


“men in dresses and skirts wildly >A 
eee eS eveemyerec Nine 


a 


running, in spite of the tame 
traditionalism of the nonviolent CD. 
The noise-maker "bomb" scare 
closed the building for the rest of the 
day. 


Republican Get Theirs, 
Too : 
New Orleans, August 1988 -- About 
25 anarchists go on to do their dirty 
deeds at the Republican National - 
Convention. First stop: Jerry Falwell’s - 
“Family Forum’ at the Marriot. Several 


anarchists wer 


men enthusiastically aided security 
guards in kicking, punching, and 
dragging them outside. Three were 
arrested inside. Meanwhile, anar- 
chists picketed on the sidewalk, bear- 
ing a crucified giant green frog and 
chanting "We worship money, just 
like Jerry!" A TV Jesus offered salva- 
tion for just $19.99, apparently half- 
price that week. 


Strikes Sweep Poland 

Poland, mid August, 1988 -- For the 
second time in four months, Polish 
workers organized to down tools and 
walk, all across the country. At the — 
strike wave’s high point, workers crip- 
pled mines in the southern coal belt, 
ports and transit facilities in the 
northwestern city Szczecin, and — 
ports in Gdansk. 

In week two of the crisis, the govern- 
ment mobilized militia troops against 
the miners, and recaptured most of 
the mines. But some miners bar- 
ricaded themselves in the shafts and 
a standoff began. With most of the 
coal strikes crushed, the center of 
gravity shifted to the north and a 
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demand for the re-legalization of 


Solidarnosc. 


26 August -- Interior minister General 
Czeslaw Kiszczak offered “round 
table talks" with the opposition. Five 
days later, Lech Walesa, Solidarnosc 
leader and darling of Western media, 
emerged from the talks brandishing a 
vague government promise to dis- 
cuss Solidarnosc’s relegalization. 
Armed only with the government's 
word, Walesa called for the strikes to 
end. Our friends in Gdansk later told 
us that most shipyard workers were 
"furious" and felt "betrayed" by the 
settlement. 


Take Back the Night, 
By Any Means Neces- 


wimmin participants spontaneously 
trashed a porn theater. 

As the march approached the Rialto 
sexploitation theater, three wimmin 
carrying the Revolutionary Anarchist 


_ _ Bowling League "Fight To Take Back 


The Night" banner split away from the 
route and positioned themselves 
before the Rialto’s doors. The march 
stopped and several wimmin-tried to 
get inside. Locked! Militant wimmin 


pounded on the doors. As the hammer- 


ing crescendoed, first one, then many 
panes of glass shattered to the ground, 
until only one door was left intact. The 
police, employees of the Rialto, and 
cheering marchers looked on as the 
militants returned to the body of the 
march, which continued its planned 
route with no arrests. : 


Reclaiming Occupied 
Mexico 


Tierra Amarilla, northern New Mexico, . 


11 April 1988 -- Since 1848, when the 
U.S. seized the northern half of Mexico’s 
territory, the people of a small com- 
munity called Tierra Amarilla have 

- defended their ancestral land against 
hungry government agencies and 
developers. - 

"Tierra o Muerte," Land or Death, read 
a sign on the perimeter of fortified ter- 
ritory. Members of this Mexican com- 
munity occupied 500 acres of land that 


Phoenix-based realtors claimed. In fact, 3 
Tierra Amarilla has used the land com- 


munally for more than 200 years. 

The system responded with a court 
order to leave and the arrest of com- 
munity member Amador Flores. The 


_ liberated zone is protected by bunkers, 


boobytraps, and a spirit of armed deter- 
mination perhaps unequalled since 
1973's Wounded Knee. - 


AN UN-ARREST AT THE PENTAGON ACTION. 


“Writing on the Wall 


Revolt in Shreveport * 
Shreveport, Louisiana, 21 September 
1988 -- A Black community rose in rebel- 
lion for two nights running after a young 
Black man was shot to death by a white 
teen. The shooting was the second 
racist murder since August. 

Police stormed the area of the riot, 

beating people indiscriminately, bran- 
dishing pistols, and making arrests. 


Rowdy Berliners Cash 


IMF/World Bank’s Check 
Berlin, late September, 1988 -- The In- 
ternational Monetary Fund and World 
Bank conferred here, inspiring a string 
of audacious actions. The following are 
but'a few. ; ; 
Hamburg, Monday 19 September -- 

Thirty masked protesters beat up a West 

Q e 


ernan NA Gure 


speech. A member of the German 


“Socialist Party (SPD) who came to his 


aid took'a few lumps, too. x 
Thursday 22 September -- Six women 
were arrested in Zehlendorf for possess- 


ing anti-IMF literature. In Berlin, police 
discovered fire bombs underneath 
six parked police cars. That night a 
bank was hit by a gasoline bomb. 
Police, ever clever, made a connec- 
tion between the attack and the up- 
coming IMF meeting. 

Berlin, Friday 23 September -- Taxi 
drivers demonstrated their feelings 
about the capitalist confab by shut- 
ting down traffic with about 150 taxis. 
-Some decorated their cabs with ban- 
ners reading "Taxis against bankers;" 
others waved red and black flags or 
Greenpeace flags. 

Monday 26 September -- In the 
morning some 150 lesbians and other 
wimmin demonstrate against male 
domination, state, and capital in front 
of Plotzensee, the wimmin’s jail. With 


„a Car-mounted PA system, the dis- 


guised wimmin read texts about the 
jail’s conditions, sex-tourism, trade in 
wimmin, and imperialist refugee- 
policies. 

In the evening, a large group of 
people went to the opera where 
bankers were taking in a special per- 
formance. About 500 persons broke 
through police lines and attacked the 
bankers with eggs and tomatoes. 

An evening drum-in was underway 
when police showed up: Banks were 
spray-painted and windows of sex 
shops smashed. Many arrests fol- 
lowed; things didn’t calm down for a 
long time that night. 

Tuesday 27 September -- During the 
night, the Berlin Resistance and Ac- 
tion Group sawed down a high-volt- 
“age power pole and suggested the 
motto "Every kilowatt hour forthe IMF 
is one too many." Also that night, a su- 
permarket was set on fire by an 
autonomist cell because it sold 
products from Chile, South Africa, 
and Israel. 


-intervention in E 


Inthe morning, a group of people ral- 

lied at Tegel Airport, where. con- 
ference attendees were arriving. 
Police stopped most of the 
demonstrators, but about 50 
managed to break through and pelt 
the bankers with eggs and tomatoes. 
Thursday 29 September -- Festivities 
started out well with the news that, 
near the IMF ‘conference center, 14 
cars had caught fire. The mood lifted 
higher with the news that activists 
held in the Kruppstrasse jail had 
redecorated it so well it was no longer 
very useful. 7 


-When the march started, the police 
announced that no one in disguise 
would be permitted to demonstrate. 
The demo sound car replied, "We will 
decide that for ourselves." During the 
march, the sound car announced that 
bankers in the closing meeting were 
‘urged to head directly to the airport. 
Seven thousand marchers greeted 
this news. 

Because police were poised to en- 
Circle the whole match at its end, the - 
decision was made to disband just 
‘before the end and to disperse in 
small groups. Then the first police 
charges started and so did the run- 
ning. A couple more windows bought 
it. Some 200 people were arrested. 


Anarchists Tear It Up 


at the Pentagon 

Washington, DC, 17 October 1988 - 
-"As the U.S. war in El Salvador drags 
on, so does the movement to stop it," 
-Observed a leaflet from the Mayday 
Network of Anarchists. In calling anti- 
authoritarians to join the Pentagon 
blockade, the Mayday network had 
decided at the Toronto gathering to 
avoid choreographed civil dis- 
obedience. 

A broad coalition including CISPES 
and the Pledge of Resistance had 
zalled the blockade to highlight U.S. - 
l Salvador and the” 
changing political terrain there ter- 


_fain that some activists believed 


favored insurrection. 

The demo got underway at 5 am. 
Anarchists and Progressive Student 
Network members set up roadblocks 
at entrances to the 3,500-car lot. The 


` first confrontation occurred when a 


large police bus pulled up a 
roadblock to remove demonstrators. 
Instead, anarchists and students 
blocked the bus’s door and painted 
slogans on its sides. Police found that 
the crowd immediately freed their ar- 
restees. The contingent suffered only 
two arrests that day. ; 
After forcing police to withdraw, the 
contingent moved on to another 
entrance where several busses and 


cars had been stopped. Police at this 
point closed the remaining south 
entrances themselves, leaving the 
war Criminals to walk work. An effigy 


-of Uncle Sam and U.S. and Soviet 


flags were burned. - 
As they made their way through the 


wreckage of the empty parking lot, the ~ 


working stiffs got.a bad start to their 
days. Several ranking officers, including 
a four-star general, had their hats knock- 
ed off. Others lost briefcases and brown- 
bag lunches to the hooligans. 

For one officer, the reality of resistance 
struck particularly hard: He grabbed a 
womyn who had barred his way, 


ay 
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demanding he’ explain his work, and _ 
threw her to the ground. A companion of 
the womyn pummelled him to the 
ground in response. : 

By this time, the sun was well up and 
most of the anarchists took their leave. 
In the full light of day the colorful paint- 
job on along wall opposite the Pentagon 
became visible. Solidarity messages — 
peace and anarchy symbols were 
among the graphics covering the 300- 
foot-long wall. 


Polish Solidarity with 
Pentagon Action 

Simultaneous with the 17 October 
blockade against U.S. war in El. Sal- 
vador, Poland’s Freedom and Peace 
- (WiP) members picketed the U.S. con- 
sulate in Krakow and Also leafletted in- - 
side the consulate. Both WiP and their 
supporters at the Pentagon action . 
protested both U.S. and Soviet inter- 
ference in other countries. : 


Kicking the Donkey’s Ass 

Minneapolis, late October 1988 -: As. 
the elections approached, an 
anonymous supporter of the Revolution- 
ary Anarchists Bowling League here — 
gave the group free tickets to a $50-a- 
plate fundraiser for the Democratic- 
Farmer-Labor Party. The fundraiser 
promised appearances by Minnesota 
Governor Rudy Perpich, State Attorney 
general "Skip" Humphrey, son of the late 
Hubert, and former vice president Wal- 
ter Mondale. 

RABL rousers dug out their mothballed 
conformist attire and easily slipped into 
the throng. After an hour or so of un- 
bearable speeches and a downright dis- 
cordant rendition of some patriotic tune, 
they decided it was time for a change. 

A bowling ball rolled onto the stage and 
masked revolutionaries unfurled two 
banners: "The Democrats Are War 
Criminals, Too!" and "We Don’t Need a 
Rich, White Boss!" Everyone was shock- 
ed and looked around is disbelief. One 

obnoxious partier cried out "Oh no! The 


“anarchists are here!“ They hadn't ex- 


pected a surprise party. After astense 


moment passed, the crowd began to 

boo, apparently unhappy having their 

punch spiked with a dose of reality. 

Finally two politicians from the 
Police Federation seized the instant 
to prove what valuable citizens they 
were: Proudly and powerfully march- 
ing up to one of the banners, they 
gave a meager tug. RABL gladly left 
the scene. 

Miami Burning 3 

Miami, Florida, 17 January -- Two 
weeks into the new year, the Miami 
Black community responded fero- 
ciously to the latest instance in a long 
chain of police violence. A copleaned 
out the passenger window of a 
cruiser and shot todeath a Black man 
on a motorcycle who had just al- 

_legedly broken a traffic rule: the cop 
and his partner were supposedly pur- 
suing him. Days later, a second rider 
died from injuries he sustained when 
the bike wiped out. 

Police used force to clear the streets 
as people burned cars and threw bot- 
tles. At least six persons were 
wounded by police gunfire, two of 
them by cops who claim to be return- 
‘ing sniper fire. Over 200 persons were 
arrested. 

By the second day, the rioting had 
Spread from the Overtown com- 
munity to Liberty City; and threatened 
the upcoming Super Bowl at Joe 
Robbie Stadium, ten miles to the 
north of Overtown. E 


Life in Liverpool 

Liverpool, England, late January - 
1989 -- In the city’s Toxteth section, a 
masked gang hurled gasoline bombs 
into the Admiral Street police station 
and escaped in two expropriated 
Vauxhall Astras. 3 
Another stolen Astra (a high-power — 
yuppie car the police have no chance ~~ 
of catching) was chased into Toxteth - 
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_ (continued from page 9) 
in January. Police vans and cars in 
the chase were attacked by a brick- 


throwing mob 100-people-strong. 


The Astra’s driver got away. 

Two cops caught the fright of their 
life when they stopped at a Toxteth 
night club. Another bunch of brick 
throwers ran them down the road and 
trashed their panda car. Both cops 
were hurt and had to be rescued by 
reinforcements who drove the crowd 


f off. 


"Too Black, Too 


Strong" in Atlanta 


Atlanta, 21 January 1989 -- Chanting 
"Too Black, too strong," hundreds of 


_. young Black people set the tone for 


thousands of anti-Klan 
demonstrators as the Klan tried to 
rally near the state capitol. 

Demonstrators poured into the 
downtown even though police 
rerouted bus lines, cordoned off 
whole sections of the city’s center, 
and closed subway stations. From 
every direction, groups of anti-Klan 
protesters sought each other near the 
capitol. 

Last July, officials had revoked the 
racists’ permit to march on the 
Democratic convention at the last 
minute, so they promised full protec- 
tion from anti-racists this time around. 
To make good the pledge, authorities 
mobilized more than 2000 police and 
national guard troops to protect eight 
members of the KKK. 

Protesters pressed against police 
barricades as this extraordinary show 
of police power escorted the neo-fas- 
cists up the street. As Klan and cops 
turned the first corner, hundreds of 
young Black people turned from the 
barricades. and ran full tilt after the 
racists. Jumping a wall, they were 
able to throw rocks and bottles at the 
Klan march. Other protesters, in- 
spired by their courage and militancy, 
followed suit. — 

Demonstrators ran toward the con- 
vention center, where the KKK 
planned to rally. The Klansmen gave 
up their rally and fled leaving the 
streets filled with police and | 


-- demonstrators. Several clashes be- 


tween the two followed. 


Tampa Revolts! 
Tampa, February 1989 -- The first 
days of February saw two nights of 


“stone and bottle throwing as the 


African-American community of 
Tampa, Florida, rose up angry 
against the death in police custody of 
a middle-aged Black man. Edgar 
Allen Rice suffocated while tied and 
handcuffed face down in the back of 
a police car, sparking a revolt in the 
predominantly Black neighborhood 
of College Hill. 


Crane Occupied in Anti- 
Germ-Warfare and 


Animal Liberation Action 

Berkeley, California, 21 February 1989 
-- In the early morning, six activists 
séaled a 160-foot crane used to build the 
Northwest Animal Facility (NAF) on the 


_University of California, Berkeley cam- - 


pus. They occupied the crane for eight 
days to stop construction. 

-À major center for military and univer- 
sity development of biological warfare, 


the NAF will use abusive animal tests — 


-and toxic chemicals. 


The occupation, which cost the univer- 
sity $250,000, brought much public at- 
tention to the new facility. The activists 
hung huge banners from the jib, the long 
arm of the crane, reading "Stop Germ 


“Warfare Lab," and "No Toxic Animal 


Lab," which could be seen for miles. The 
protesters also built a shelter on the 
gounterjib. With a bullhorn, they com- 
municated with supporters below. 


a 


THE YEAR IN REVOLT... 


On the second day of the occupation, 
Bay Area Anarchist Action group (minus 
three members, who were on the crane) 
blocked traffic on the street below the 
crane for half an hour with no arrests. 


On the fourth day, after the court - 


granted the university a temporary 
restraining order, four of the six 
protesters descended to avoid con- 
tempt charges. A seventh activist 
evaded security forces guarding the site 
and climbed to the occupiers with much- 
needed food, water and other supplies. 
With the extra provisions, the three 
stayed four more days. 

Also on Friday, animal rights activists 
held a civil disobedience action at the 
entrance tothe construction site; 11 per- 
sons were arrested. 


Pe E gare 
Writing one Wall 


Tucson, 3 April -- The A.L.F. also 
claimed responsibility for two fires 
and raids on three labs at the Univer- 
sity of Arizona. In a press release, the 
A.L.F. said they freed over 1000 
animals "from certain torture and 
death at the hands of University of 
Arizona students and researchers." 


Spring Actions Hit 
Salvadoran Election, 


Hype Insurrection 

In cities across the country, broad 
coalitions demonstrated against a 
sham presidential election in El Sal- 
vador and stood poised to support a 
promised insurrection that never 
materialized; the miscommunication 
among North American activists and 
between North Americans and Sal- 
‘vadoran radicals is still being dis- 
cussed. Death-squad party ARENA 
won the election, as predicted. What 
follows is a mere sampling of March 


SAI OO SISO ASSIS OSI STS 
...a large group of people 
went to the opera...and 
attacked the bankers with 


eggs and tomatoes. 
TTA) 


Oakland A’s Help Bash 


Nazi Skins 


Napa County, California, 4 March 1989 
-- Neo-Nazi organizer Tom Metzger’s 
"Aryan Woodstock" fizzled in the rain as 
1000 fired-up anti-racists surged up a 
county highway to confront fewer than 
100 nazi skinheads lured to concert that 
never happened. 

The John Brown Anti-Klan Committee 


helped mobilize broad-based opposi- — 


‘tion to the would-be white-power rock 
fest. 


banner, Oakland anarchists made their 
way to the front of the march, wearing 


masks and kafiyehs over their faces. A 


line of cop cars trailed the march to ~ 
keep it on one lane; marchers force- 
fully took over the entire road and traf- 
fic backed up 20 miles. 

A Black demonstrator darted from 
the crowd and did what his peers 
were only dreaming about: Jumping 
a fence, he raced up the hill towards 
the skinheads. Camouflage cops 
grabbed him and pulled him back 
down the hill. A crowd gathered 
around, chanting "Let him go!" until 
the police capitulated. When the 
press asked him why he did it, he 


- replied simply, "Love is stronger than 


hate." : 
Meanwhile, a fairly small contingent 
started back down the road where 
they met up with a group of Modesto 
County Klansmen. The grand dragon 
of the county was pelted with mud 
and rocks, then kicked and punched 
by a group of furious protesters. 
Later, when most of the crowd had 
made its way back down the road, a 
skinhead marching with a con- 
federate flag had to be rescued by 
cops after demonstrators expressed 
their opposition to racism on his face 
and body. One womyn was success- 
fully unarrested after heaving a 
boulder at a cop Car. - 
Then cops formed lines to split up 
the crowd, half of which rushed 
ahead and built barricades in the 
road. A human chain was formed 
across the road to block police bus- 
ses. The police were forced to follow 
the demo at a snail’s pace. 

A.L.F. Strikes Again | 
Soquel, California, 9 March 1989 -- 
the Animal Liberation Front raided a 
rabbit breeding and testing lab here 
and liberated 40 rabbits. E-Y 
Laboratories property was also 
damaged with paint and paint strip- 
per. - 


Sge ee Bee 


activities. 

Chicago, 19 March 1989 -- Slightly 
more than 1000 persons turned out in 
sub-freezing weather for a spirited 
march the day before the election. 

A measly showing of 30 U.S. patriots 
and right-wing Cuban exiles were 
greeted with chants and jeers, and 
largely ignored. In the midst of 
Chicago’s flag-on-the-floor con- 
troversy, an unsigned leaflet surfaced 
at the Art Institute urging veterans to 


disrupt the El Salvador demo, and ac- 


; neuen tivists had-been.prepared to defend . 
Carrying a "Rocks Against Racists” ee 


the demo against attack. 
During the demo, clandestine street- 
chainers shut Michigan Ave. and got 
away while CD-as-usual took place. 
No one took credit for the action. 
Hayday Anarchists working in the 
coalition have raised doubts in the 
movement that an FMLN government 
can abolish capitalism in Salvador. 


Streetfighting in San 


Francisco : 

San Francisco, 20 March -- About 
700 protesters: blockaded the San 
Francisco federal building at 7 am, 
and 50 did the old "sit down in front of 
the police and wait to be arrested." 
Others tried innovative tactics such 
as blocking the doors while standing 
up and linking arms, but not letting 
the police arrest them. People 
brought plastic fencing to stretch 
across entrances, used stencils with 
spray paint, and splattered lots of 
paint balloons on the building and the 
cops. 

‘One group of about 30 protesters 
brought helmets, shields, padding 
under their clothes, as well as at- 
titudes of urgency, militancy, and 
proper disrespect for the law. Some 
of these protesters initiated a 
takeover of an intersection, lit body 
bags on fire, and knocked over a 
police motorcyclist. Undercover 
cops tackled a few people to the 

- ground, clubbed and maced them, 
and squished their faces into the 
street. 


Shortly later, police found the need to 
reassert their power over the 
demonstration. The police formed a 
wedge to encircle a large chunk of the 
protesters; they were simply trying to in- 
still a little collective fear in the group. 


They started pulling people out of the _ 


crowd seemingly at random, making 
people wonder if they were next. 


(continued on page 14) 
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THE TOWEL 
On some future day 
When every body and object 
Is electronically surveyed 
When everything 
The paper 
The pen | 
The cupboard 
Your aunt Gwen 
The tooth and its cavity 
The STOP sign with its brevity © 
Even the telephone 
That you'll be required to own 
(To encourage conversation 

in isolation) 
When EVERYTHING 
Has a camera stuck against 
The measurements which mask 


its guts 
WOW 
They won’t know what to do 
About the TOWEL! 


They’ll be running in circles! 

It’ll muck up their flow! 

They’ll start to think they don’t 

know what they know! 
And I'll tell you what I’m talk- 
ing about 

The thing about the towel: 

ITS INSIDES DON’T TURN 
OUT! 

Like those of a drawer 

Or those of a trout 

Or a box or a bubble 

Or a plate of sauerkraut 

Oran underground train 


It ain't got no outsides! 


_Itsjust-a.wa in 


An ether in our dimension 

A hollowness without the shell 

It can only mean hell 

For those intent on spinning 

A net around our sinning 

They'll find no spool for their 
skein 

Ya get it? 

They'll just forget it! 


- An ether in their dimension 


A magic carpet for revolution 
You can’t hunt 

What won’t run 

So just relax 

And have some fun 

(At their expense) 

And when the time comes 
(As it has, as it has) 
Remember the towel 

Like a hand in the haze 
Things are being born 


That will slip through their 
gaze 


kab E buchen 


It ain't got no insides! ~ a 
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‘SPEAR-FISHING CONTINUES 


(continued from page 1) 


Started zeroing in on me: | was 
the smallest guy out of all the 
spearers. They’s yelling, ‘| see 
you're wearing the boots and 
the clothes we paid for. How 


` come you bought work boots? 


Welfare warriors don’t work.’ 
"Timber niggers!’ ’We’ve fuck- 
ed squaws too. Does that 
make us eligible for spearing 
rights?’ They were threatening 
to push through the police 
lines and get us. One of the 
signs said, ‘Save a walleye, - 
Spear a Pregnant Squaw." 

During the season a 

document surfaced that sug- 
gested that an armed under- 
ground group was giving 
advice to treaty-rights op- 
ponents. Treaty-rights sup- — 
porters say the note is 
probably from the Aryan Na- 
tions underground (a.k.a. The 
Order), which murdered Den- 
ver radio talk-show host Alan 

- Berg, heisted a Brinks trunk, 
and has shot it out with police 
numerous times. 

The Milwaukee Sentinel 
revealed that treaty oppop- © 
ponents formed a Salvadoran- 
Style death squad and placed 
a $30,000 bounty on the lives 
of Anishinabe leaders Mile 
Allen and Tom Maulson. They 


are armed with claymore 
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__ Minesand\hand-grenades, the_ 


The crisis in Northern Wis- 


consin dates back to the mid- 


19th Century when the U.S. 
government forced the Ojibwe 
onto reservations, paying them 
two cents an acre for their "ceded 
_ territories," lands larger than the 
State Of Wisconsin. In those 
treaties, the Ojibwe did not give 
up the rights to hunt, Spearfish, 
and gather wild rice off the reser- 
vations. Nevertheless, any who 
tried to exercise these rights were 
jailed and or beaten, or both. 
Until 1983: “Only when Indians 
began taking their cases to court 


did things begin to change," said- 


Bill Means of AIM in Minneapolis. 

In 1983, a federal court 

grudgingly announced that 

treaties made with Indians are 
guaranteed in the Constitution. 

The movement that led to 

that decision began sending 


Spearfishers out on the lakes. Al- - 


most immediately, local whites 
began "protesting." Ironically, 
treaty supporters say that the 
_ Ojibwe have been Spearfishing 
for at least 500 years, long before 
the first whites came bobbing 
over the horizon. 
Recent opposition to the 
Ojibwe has partially hinged on 
the charge that the Ojibwe are 
destroying the environment. 
Using logic reminiscent of 
tangled fishing line, whites 
charge the Indians are taking 
- "their" fish. "The Indians are 
raping the recources. It’s a 
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Writing on the Wall 


blatant attempt at economic ter- 
rorism," said Dean Crist, leader of 
Stop Treaty Abuse (STA), at a 
"protest" meeting earlier this 
year. 


Treaty-rights supporters 


_ Call these charges "ludicrous." Of 


total fish caught by both sport 
fishing and spearfishing, the Na- 
tive American harvest makes up 
only a tiny percentage (3% of all 


walleye caught in 1988, and 
0.4% of all muskie), according 
to the Great Lakes Indian Fish 
and Wildlife Commission. 

Yet the anti-Indian 
movement is not to be im- 
peded by facts. Much of their 
politics seems to hope it can 
bury any or all non-white cul- . 
ture, as in their popular slogan, 
"Send Rambo to Flambeau." 

Although the Ojibwe 

have been offered several mil- 
lion dollars for the "lease" of 
their rights to the state, they 
stand firm. 
Says G., "They are trying 

to suppress a race of people. 
They don’t just want to abolish 
the treaty, they want to abolish 
Indians. They say ’Why can’t 
you be like all us white people.’ 
Well, we’re Indians, we don’t 
want to be like anybody else. 
We're a nomadic people, not 


farmers. And we’re not white i 


T a cs, weer a 

=- There may also be 
economic motivations to the 
anti-treaty activity, activists 


speculate. "Most of the PARR 
leadership" is employed by 
paper mills, according to Zol- 


-tan Grossman of the Madison 


Treaty Rights Support Group 
(MTRSG). Paper mills have 


_ been attacked in the past by 


groups -like Greenpeace for 
releasing high amounts of 


Please Recycle 


~ organizers. 


deady dioxins into the 


groundwater. Grossman 
noted that Indian treaties have 
been used successfully to stop 
corporate incinerators and 
nuclear waste dumps. 

In fact, asserts a MTRSG 
pamplhet, multi-national cor- 
porations have long been 
"waiting in the wings to see if 
an anti-treaty victory will open 


_ their access to Indian minerals, 


timber, and other resources." 
Exxon has been slithering 
around Mole Lake Reserva- 
tion, hoping to open a zinc and 
Copper mine, and uranium ex- 
plorations were illegally done 


on some reservations before 


the trespassers were kicked 
out. 

And of course, since 
there are over 100 lakes on the 
reservation, developers are 
constantly hovering around. 

Whatever the motiva- 
tions of their opposition, reality 
for the Indians, say treaty sup- 
porters, has been stark: 
widespread malnutrition on the 
reserations,. racism, the 
onslaught of U.S.A. non-cul- 
ture into their traditions. Spear- 
fishing seems to be a focus for 
Struggle on the reservations. 
But the spearers are not trying 
to be confrontational. "We’ve 
waged this, not as a fight, but 
as a flight: like a flying eagle we 
cover the whole territory and 
Carefully pick a clear spot for 
out landings," said one of the 

Unfortunately, such clear 
spots seem hard to come by. 
Treaty opponents, led by 
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PARR and STA, are well- 


financed and connected with 


wealthy resort-owners. They 
have shrewdly adapted the 
trappings of the civil rights 
movement, or, more~aptly, 


Operation Rescue. Their- 


“direct action" approach has 
drawn both sympathetic media 


Not surprisingly, 
spearers say law enforcement 
has been less than helpful: "(a 


group of) fishermen were told 


the National Guard would be 
present....When their cars 
were forced off the road, no 


one was there to help them." On 
another occasion, a car-sped into 
a crowd of treaty supporters, 
which scattered. If police were 
present, none reacted. 
Grossman reported that in. addi- 
tion to often being absent during 
violence, police seemed at times 
to invite it, by putting hekclers 
and treaty supporters "on the 
same side of security fences." 
"Something has to be 
done," said Ben Choasa, great- 
grandson of the chief of the Wa- 


Swa-Gon tribe, at a recent. 


meeting in Madison where par- 
ticipants said they wished to stop 


"depending on law enforcement ~ 


Officials." "We are going to exer- 
cise our rights," he said, "but we 


need support. We need bodies 


up there so we can push back." 
Saying that he could no 
longer guarantee "public Safety," 
Wisconsin’s governor 
Thompson tried to get a federal 
court to stop the Ojibwe. County 
Sheriffs said they would ne 
longer protect the spearers. It 


- seemed that as the season drew ; 
to a close, there was a more con- = 


certed effort to prevent the 
Ojibwe from spear-fishing. When 
racist poems and hand-drawn 
pictures of whites killing Indians 
were circulated and disrupted a 
local high-school, it was the In- 


dians whom the school sent 


home. Another spearer narrowly 
escaped an apparent murder at- 
tempt by being forced off the 
road in his car. 2 

The Ojibwe called other 
tribes for support. On overnight 
notice, with the help of an AIM na- 
tional alert, people converged on- 
Butternut Lake from the Midwest 


and elsewhere. At the lake, num=- 


bering over 1000, supporters 


_ kept a drum beating steadily- 


during the spearing. Then, in 
response to obnoxious rednecks 
taunting and waving the U.S. 
flag from the top of a hill, the 
group leaned into the crowd of 


- hecklers, and slowly pushed ~ 


them off the hill, replacing the. 


flag with Native American ban= "= | 


(continued on page 14) 
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WERE COME THE 


ANARCHISTS | 


The guidebook for the "Steps to 
Freedom" demo last October 17, 
protesting U.S. war in Central America, 
is boldly entitled "Blockade the Pen- 
tagon." Its boldness is betrayed by the 
rigid, poorly conceived action 
scenario, aS one writer put it, “a 


_ schedule of events rather than a tacti- 


| 


A 


cal plan." According to a discontented 
Steps staffer, "they never took the idea 
of a blockade seriously." 

We took it seriously. 

While some sat down on the job, al- 
lowing police and Pentagon 
employees to easily step over them, 
the "militant tendencies’ stood with 
arms tightly linked and resisted the 
repeated attempts of cops and 
employees to force their way through 
the lines. When drivers tried to edge 
their vehicles through us -- apparently 
more concerned about getting to work 
on time than whether they hurt some- 
one -- we stood our ground, then with 
our bare hands pushed the cars back 


until the. drivers.gave up, At least.one.. 


transit bus wag effectively halted by a 
large black flag held in front of the 
windshield, while the driver was told 


"take the day off, you don't really want 


to work today." As the driver stepped 
off the bus, he shrugged, then 
laughed; it looked like he’d decided he 


. agreed with us.. Meanwhile, others 


were uprooting concrete parking 
curbs and rearranging them to block 
traffic lanes. Debris was piled at 
strategic intersections and set aflame. 
The air of spirited creativity showed in 
the spontaneous dance performed 


- around the burning hat which had 


been liberated from the head of a 
military officer. Various effigies went up 
in flame as well, including Uncle Sam 
and a combined Bush/Dukakis figure 
(one politician being pretty much the 
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vance not to interfere with the legal 
demo. He couldn't know this because 
the official planning had prevented any 
real discussion of the plans of the 
many groups involved. 

A Pre-Action Meeting was held the 
evening before where, our handbooks 
informed us, “final action information 
will be discussed, final preparations for 
the action will be made, affinity groups 
will discuss their action plans." 
Speeches and singing went on for 
hours, and the "discussion" at the end 


SHUT IT DOWN! 


THE ANARCHIST CONTINGENT 
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AT THE PENTAGON BLOCKADE by Denise Unora . 


same as another.) Once it bècame 
clear that the lot would not be used for 
parking that day, folks started a kind of 
celebratory parade, marching along 


-the sidewalk fronting the Pentagon, 


overturning one by one the row of 
trash barrels there and setting them on 
fire. 

Yes, we wreaked all sorts of havoc in 
that parking lot, including a good 
measure of (dare | say it) property 
destruction. And we unarrested every 
one of us whom the cops laid hands 
on. 

And we were disgusted but not 
surprised at the rumors which exag- 
gerated and distorted our activities 
and intent. The action took place in an 
atmosphere of confusion and 
paranoia created by the authoritarian 
nature of the organizing. 

A woman who was helping with ac- 
tivities in the legal demo area reported 


that one of the coordinators ran up and 


started dragging her by the arm. "The 


to form a line to stop them. Come 
help!" Apparently at that time a sizable 
group of anarchists was in fact head- 
ing toward the legal area. (Not the 
RCP; only a handful of them were there 
that day, selling their paper.) 
Prejudiced by the attitude that some 
strange group or other came to the, 
demo just to cause trouble, and only 
half knowing what was going on, he 
panicked. This person couldn't have 
known that we were about to make a 
sharp left turn, having agreed in ad- 
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followers of Islam, or who-knows- 
what. There is no God on our side to 
do our work for us. 


BACK TO PLANET 
EARTH 


About four days:a week | think that 
the newspaper project can really suc- 
ceed this year. | believe that one of 
the things needed to make a month- 
ly paper work is the joining together 
of some of the projects that are cur- 
rently underway. | think that will make 


«<r PROJECT! 


the projects stronger too. For in- 
stance, | envision pages with their 
- own masthead with news from the 
- Soviet Bloc created by anarchists 
who today are already gathering and 
- publishing such news. And perhaps a 
page devoted to prison coverage, 
created by anarchists already in- 
volved in prison support work. And 
perhaps a section on gay liberation 
issues created by lesbian and gay 
anarchists (although | believe all 
anarchists should fight for gay libera- 
tion). | think we should have general 
news and discussion pages too. - 


‘and inclusiveness. 
eRCR.iS. COMING. tS WaYrWMO LE eG OVA sateen nie ne 


consisted of the head honchos telling 
everyone what to do the ‘next day, then 


_ permitting a few "clarifying" questions. 


When an anarchist requested, "You've 
asked for a show of hands of those 
doing civil disobedience who will will- 
ingly be arrested, and of those who will 
prolong the blockade by linking arms. 
How about a third category of those 
who will try to not get arrested by 


avoiding the police?" he was told 


"Thats not a clarifying question." 
Clearly we were not to question their 
narrow and poorly communicated 
scenario. But few voices protested be- 
cause by that time we had already 
given up on this pep rally and gone off 


to have our own meeting to discuss ~ 


our plans, to come to decisions which 
could have been made in cooperation 
with the organizers and with the other 
demonstrators, should have been, if 
the organizers had lived up to their 
stated principles of openness, respect 


_ Summer 1989 ate 


At our meeting we discussed exten- 
sively our goals and the kinds of ac- 
tivity which would be most appropriate 
to the context we were operating in. 
We agreed to steer clear of the legal 
demo and sit-down CD. We gave up 
the idea of taking over the helipad on 
the west side of the building so as not 
to disrupt the "graveyard action" that 
would be taking place there. (This was 
a disappointing decision as the 
wooden crosses would have made a 
great bonfire!) We talked about various 
possible scenarios for unarrests to be 
sure that we would protect ourselves 
yet not violate anyone else’s wish to be 
arrested. We discussed possible plans 
of action (without getting so specific as 
to blow security) and developed a 
general mutual sense of appropriate 
levels of militancy. lt was the best pre- 
action discussion of any anarchist ac- 
tion I’ve been to. ; 

This was in stark contrast to the Pre- 
Action Meeting where a poorly con- 
ceived plan was poorly 
communicated. In the absence of clear 
goals for the day’s action the goal be- 
came to control us. Thus we hear of 
cops macing a row of CDers while "all 
of the cops in the area had gone to bor- 
row brooms from the police to sweep 
up the burned garbage." More disrup- 
tive than anything we did, were the 
reactions of the peacekeepers and 
coordinators: screaming obscenities — 
at and shoving "misbehaving" 
demonstrators, shouting over a 
bullhorn "Get away from here, these 
people are dangerous," only escalated — 
anger and paranoia and increased the 
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-` “There is a reasonable chance, as 


| see it, that a basis of agreement nar- _ 
row enough to facilitate united work 


and trust but broad enough to allow 
people their own voices is possible at 


this point in time with enough people | 


(say, 40 to 100 around the US and 
Canada) to make such a project run. 
We can find out by trying and seeing 
whether we succeed or fail. If we suc- 
ceed, this new paper could provide in 
the near future (say one to two years) 
the basis for discussions and joint ac- 
tivities encompassing several 
hundred anarchists on a continuing 
basis. And that will provide the basis 
to challenge the hegemony of statists 
in the struggles for social change. 
And that will provide the basis for 
social revolution. - 


And now back to planet earth: lf 
we have a conference this fall of 
people in favor of going ahead with 
the effort, we will need to settle on, | 
think, three things: 


One, a statement of unity. | think that 
the paper will run articles that fall out- 
side its statement of unity, both in 
subject and political views, but such 
a statement will define what, over 


time, will be the core subject matter, 
emphasis, and working assumptions 
of the paper. : 

Two, we will need a compact of 
cooperation. An effort like this is a lit- 
tle like a romantic relationship: we 
need to define what we see as our 
obligations and responsibilities to 
each other. And we need to figure out 
a democratic relationship between 
whatever production group gets set 
up and the people in other places 
who support the paper. 

And three, we will need a pledge 
of mutual aid. This is a high-falutin’ 
way of saying we need mutual 
pledges of money -- "If 15 other 
people pledge $25 a month, for the 
next 12 months, so willl." We will need 
about $2500 a month. Although it 
won't be easy, | believe that is within 
reach -- we have about half of that so 
far. 

; If you are interested in talking 
about the monthly newspaper project 
come to one of the workshops about 
it during the Gathering. Or write to 
Hayday, c/o Theatre Oobleck, 3829 
N. Broadway, Chicago, IL 60613, or 
Ned Day, c/o RABL, Box 10854, Min- 
eae MN 55458. Preferably write 
oth. 
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likelihood of actual violence, 
deliberate or accidental. Worse were 
the bizarre heroics that were far more 
dangerous than the act they intended 
to prevent. In one case someone tried 
to rescue a flag by grabbing it as it was 
being lit. The person lighting the flag 
tried to pull it back; nearly getting 
burned in the process, she let go of it, 
so of course it flew back toward its 
"rescuer." (Naturally, it was later heard 
that an anarchist had deliberately 
thrown a burning flag at someone.) In 
another case a man was dousing a flag 
with some sort of accelerant. A 
woman, "definitely a movement 
bureaucrat," ran up, grabbed the con- 
tainer away from him and threw it. It 
landed near a fire on the ground. 
(Rumors later that day claimed he had 
“thrown tse container at her.) 
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“isa: When they called us "Nazis" 
that, was, that was pretty ignorant. 
They called me "Satan." 


Karen: 


That was pretty funny. 


: Jace: I think it's funny that they 


Called us Nazis when... 


~ Buming U.S. and Soviet flags2 


Question the motives of any organiza- 
tion whose action handbook acknow- 


ledges that the legal process is 


“designed to make you feel isolated 
and powerless," yet expects and en- 
courage people to participate in that 
process. Question the loyalties of 
anyone who quickly labels you the 
enemy, yet has limitless faith in the 
consciences of the hawks of war. 


Writing on the Wall 


Question the reasoning of anyone who 
has no time to discuss militant tactics, 
yet boundless patience to wait for sym- 
bolic CD-as-usual to reach those con- 
sciences. 

Those who seek real peace must not 
become trapped within that mindset 
which labels all physical confrontation, 
all destruction of property as 
"violence." There are fundamental dif- 
ferences between the mercenary who 


takes up arms in the service of an im- 


perialist state, and the campesina who 
takes up arms to defend what's left of 
her family. There are fundamental dif- 
ferences between a demonstrator 
burning an effigy, a klansman burning - 
a cross, a contra burning a village. As 
Ariadne Webb made clear in her excel- 
lent article "Give Chance A Piece" 
(Journal of Radical Therapy c. spring 
1988 and Fifth Estate, spring 1988), 
"far from being violent, destruction of 
property is a real defense of life--it is 
actually anti-violence, in that violence 
against others is stopped." To stand 


idly by while others perpetrate ` 


violence is to join them in their crime. 
When we go to the Pentagon we can- 
not just sit on its front steps, we must 
incapacitate it. 

This does not mean eagerly embrac- 
ing violence, nor does it imply a free- 
for-all of wanton destruction. 
Anti-violence implies that we strive for 
clear goals, that we carefully tailor our 
activity to those goals and to the situa- 
tion, and that we take the precautions 
necessary to insure that we do not en- 
danger others. It also implies a com- 
mitment to practicing and honing our 
direct action skills so that we can carry 
out these principles spontaneously 
and effectively under pressure. 


Kya: 


Karen: 
as just the issue of abortion, I think 
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Any institution which appeals to our 
moral outrage with the rhetoric of 


limits of ineffectual protest, functions 
quite neatly to repress dissent. This is 
obviously true of the covert counterin- 
telligence of the state whose motives 
are Clear. It is no less true of liberal 
pacifist institutions, but hidden behind 
layers of pious hand-wringing is their 
vested interest in preserving the status 
quo. Some anarchists argue that we 
should not work in coalitions with 
those of differing politics; that inevitab- 
ly we fall prey to the manipulations of 
these bourgeouis institutions. If one is 
primarily concerned with the stories 
told about us behind our back and in 
the press, this is certainly true. 


However, there were a number of: 
people involved with the planning of - 


this event who, like us, were angry at 
the empty talk and hidden agendas of 


_ resistance, then confines it within the — < 


the mainstream heavies, and have be- = 


come interested in anarchist perspec- 


tives on authoritarianism. There were - 


many at the demo that day who, un- 
satisfied with perfunctory CD-as-usual, 
joined us in our actions. Literally — 
dozens of people will be attending this 
gathering to check out anarchism as a 
result of actions like this. If we really 
wish to change the world and believe 
we know something of how to do it 
right, we need to let go of pride and 
grasp every opportunity to nurture and 
influence the growing tide of resis- 
tance. Yes, we will sometimes make 
mistakes and be manipulated, but in 
the process will learn strategies for 
dealing with such power politics, and 


in the process of revolution we will be ~ 


creating the foundation for a truly liber- 
tarian society. 


cision should be left up to the men." 
Elisa: 
Machel: 
have to carry the baby. 


The men! 
Like they're going to 


I said, go live in the ocean. 
I don't really think of it 


people are lazy. 


Lisa: Pro-life was a Nazi program. 
Jace: Right. They gave medals to 
womyn if you had a number of babies. . . 
Lisa: With blonde hair, blue eyes, 
of course. : 
Jace: Right. Gold medais. 
was Hitler's program. 
Calling us Nazis. 
“Karen: They're really contradic- 
tory. ; 
Jece: They are. I don't think 
they have a straight mind, that they 
know what they're really for. To me 
they're just crazy people, close-minded. 


That 
And here they are 


Karen: They bomc clinics. 
Cthers: Yeah. : 
Jace: I can't understand their 


thinking, it's not logical to me. 

Interviewer: It's not logical but 
it may become the law. 

Lisa: There's a lot of illogical 
laws. 

Jace: Yeah, that's America. 

Lisa: It's a lot of countries. I 
can't think of a country without 
illogical laws. 


Lisa: Sex is the most natural 
thing. 
Jace: Right. It's humyn nature, 


and it's gonna happen. 
well protect ourselves. 
Lisa: I think they should give. 

[birth control] out, since a lot of 
When the moment comes, 
they're not going to go, "Wait a minute, 
have to jog down to the drugstore. I've 
got $10 so I can get some." They give 


And we might as 


out school books. 


Interviewer: You're saying that 
they should hand-out condoms like they 
hand out books? 


Lisa: Well they should make them 
available. 
Karen: Ard we shouldn't be ashamed 


of it, either. For a guy, it's like you 


go around, "Oh, I scored big." You're a 
big stud. 

Lisa: And if a girl does that 
she's a slut. ; 

Karen: Exactly. 

Lisa: And it's so true and so 
gross. 


Rachel: I'd get into these huge 
fights. with the men in my health class, 
because they were saying "Oh it's abso- 
lutely the womon's responsibility. 
Birth control, oh that's so uncool." 
(Laughter ) 

Kya: 
classes? 

Rachel: Yeah. 

Kya: Ok God. Ours are just girls. 
So we get a little more sympathy in our 
Class. But once I was talking with a 
guy about it. He goes, "I'm glad you're 
not my girlfriend," and I go, "Well, why 
not?" “Well, if you ever got pregnant 
and you had an abortion, you know, I'd 
kill you along with the baby." "Oh my 
god, how could you say that?" He goes 
"It's part of the man; the father's 
baby and we have a big decision in it 
also and if it weren't for us there 
wouldn't be no baby. I think this de- 


You have co-educational 


‘life and they're really... : . 


of it as womyn being stepped on. I 
can't believe that [Operation Rescue] 
is against contraception too. It's 
like it's okay for men, like we don't 
have that problem, you're the ones who 
Naveto deal with it. L think It'S 
just stamping out womyn's rights 
totally: 

Alicia: There's some really stub- 
born people in our class that are pro- 
t We've 
gotten into like seven arguments just 
today. ; 

Kya: I'm so frustrated, y'know, I 
can't even sit there and have a quiet, 
relaxed conversation with them, 'cause 
y'know, the thing comes to me: Who are 
you? Who are you? Who is Mr. Bush, who 
is -- you know, what's his name, Quayle? 
(Laughter) Who are these senators, 
y'know? It's not your ovaries, it's 
not your placenta, it's inside me! 

Interviewer: What would you tell 


the pro-choice movement? 7 


Machel: You should try to educate 
younger womyn more. It affects us just 
as much as, if not more than older 
womyn. A lot of pro-choice groups are 
mostly middle-aged womyn. . . . When 
I was on the bus to [the NOW march in] 
Washington DC, ‘a womon came up to me 
ard asked, "Well, how old are you?" T 
told her and she went "Oh," and turned ` 
around and walked away. 

Kya: I've gotten that also F 
don't know why. . . 'cause you know- 
we're the ones who are going to be 
leading the future battles. 


———— ee a ee oe. ee S 


-We can 


‘SPEAR-FISHIN 


(continued from page 11) — 


ners. One participant said, "I’m 
not an Indian and I’m not an 
American. I’m Anishinabe, one 
of the ‘First People.’ ‘Indian’ 
and ‘American’ are their crea- 
tions. The United States flag is 
not my flag. We have our sym- 
bol made of eagle feathers. We 
Call it our Staff. We didn’t carry 
it to the battle, it’s too sacred. 
But we had the drum as out 
symbol at Butternut." The next 
Gay, jubilant organizers 
declared a victory, and closed 
the season early. 

In the aftermath of this 
spring, the Ojibwe have been 
reaffirming their commitment 
to spear fishing. "We are not 
talking about constitutional 

_ tights, because we were never 


guaranteed rights by the. 


federal government or the 
States. We are talking about 
property rights. The rights that 
we have pre-date anyone 
else’s. We have not passed on 
those rights," said John 
Beaudin, of the Ojibwe tribe, a 
Madison attorney 
“andpublisher, during the 
season. The Ojibwe are still 
that determined. 
But despite the show- 
down at Butternut, the white 
-opposition is not seeking con- 
ciliation. Zoltan Grossman 
warned that dissatisfied work- 
ing-class. whites were. leaving 


-the legislative PARR for. the 


more militant, violent STA. 

Many activists are 
alarmed by the revelations of 
violence: the $30,000 contract 
out on the two Ojibwe leaders; 
the tire-slashing and rock- 


throwing at the boat landings; 
attempts to drive spearers off 
the road; and possible con- 
nections to the Aryan Nations. 
Activists predict that support- 
ing the struggle will prove pivo- 
tal in responding to the New 
Right. "People should be 
aware of their impact," argued 
one treaty rights supporter. 
"We can do it. We can send the 
Right back in their little holes. 
support [the 
Ojibwe]...but we gotta be or- 
ganized." 

This spring will be 
remembered as a watershed 


_ANTI-RACIST ACT 


- (continued from page 7) 


ing League. He took white progres- 
sives to task for "only marching 


‘ “against war hundreds of miles away in 


El Salvador, but ignoring the war on 


-Black people just two miles away in 


north Minneapolis." : 
There have been two successful 
Syndicate meetings since Min- 
neapolis. Cincinnati hosted one in 
early June. That meeting’s most im- 
portant success was the wide par- 
ticipation of East Coast SHARP crews, 
breaking the Syndicate out of its Mid- 
west origins. Three skins (one African- 
American and two anti-racist whites) 
were arrested and served a week inthe 


Cincinnati jail for pummeling a couple - 


-of nazi boneheads. 


G CONTINUES 


ION MOVEMENT 


Writing on.the Wall 


year for organized right-wing - 
violence against the Ojibwe. 
Also significant are the in- 
creasingly obvious ways that 
corporations, legislators, and 
police are involving themsel- 


ves on the side of the racists. _ 


The support Native Americans 
have been getting from 
progressives may be part of 
the reason for this: The Black 
Hills Alliance -- indian and 
anglo cooperative effort that 
halted strip-mining in South 
Dakota -- is not exactly big- 
business nirvana. _ 

But for now, a Wis- 
consin version of the Black 
Hills Alliance remains nothing 
more than a nightmare for the 
corporations. In the five years: 
that they have been openly 
spear fishing, the Ojibwe have 
always been severely outnum- 
bered -- in the media, in the 
state government, and at the 
boatlandings. ; 

Says G., "If anyone 
thinks it’s noble that we don’t 
yell back, well, that’s a bunch 
of bullshit: We didn’t say any- 
thing because we didn’t have 
any choice. What’s five Indians 
going to say to 300 people? 
Were not doing this because 


we're ‘good Indians’ or ’cause 
we've learned to ’turn the other 


cheek.” 


This frustrations en- 
demic to the reservations. It 
remains to be seen if people in |} 
the movement make Native | 
American survival a priority. Says 
T., "One of the Menomonee 
Chiefts said at our rally last week 
that it’s better to die on our feet 
than to live on our knees. Maybe 


that’s the way we have to go. This 


is the eighties, coming into the 
nineties." 


Write now to Madison Treaty 


| Rights Support Group 


731 State St. 
Madison, Wi 53703 
or call Zolton: 608-251-3667 


Thanks to Zolton Grossman, Bill 


Means. 


A few weeks later, the Syndicate 
met in Milwaukee. There, a Syndi- 
cate/A.R.A. hotline was planned, Black 
nationalism and white-skin privilege 
were hotly debated, and a delegation 
sent to a local record store to "con- 
vince" the owner to discontinue selling 
records by the neo-nazi band, 
Skrewdriver. Also, plans were laid for 
a Labor Day meeting in Chicago. 

A.R.A. is a growing, grassroots, 
multi-racial,- autonomous movement 
most clearly characterized by its no- 
compromise, fighting attitude against 


fascism. It is a movement that could 


learn much from anarchists, and has 
much to teach. Anarchists should sup- 
port Anti-Racist Action! 


EAR IN REVOLT 


(continued from page 10) 


Reeking Havoc with 


Operation Rescue 

The right-wing, male-lead anti-abor- 
tion holy war has ignited fiery clinic 
defense efforts in cities across Canada 
the U.S. Detroit, Los Angeles, the Twin 
Cities, Toronto, the Bay area, and 
Chicago have all seen battles over 
abortion. Militant misogyny and 
government rollbacks of wimmin’s 
human rights will only continue into the 


_fall and beyond. Following is a sam- 


pling of activity in several cities. 
Oakland, 11 March 1989 -- Nearly 300 
persons successfully defended a 
wimmin’s health clinic despite short 
notice. : 

Walaut Creek, California, 28 April -- A 
surprise attack caught pro-choice 
defenders off guard, and Operation 


‘Rescue vigilantes invaded the clinic. 


Staff was forced to protect clients ina 
back room. 

Sacramento, 29 April -- Hundreds of 
persons defended two clinics. The 
night before, at Operation Rescue’s 
Fremont headquarters, a noxious 
smell swept through a preparation ses- 
sion for the next day’s clinic assault. - 


_The odious odor evidently emanated 


from a spilled liquid. 

Three women from the Bay area were 
charged with the deed. Two, members 
of the Oakiand A community, spent the 
weekend in the Santa Rita Correction- 
al facility, where they were nicknamed 
the Devil Twins for the dastardliness of 


| their alleged criminal behavior. 


- Chicago, 7 May 1989 -- Seventy pro- 


choice protesters march outside the 
O'Hare Marriott hotel where Joe 
Scheidler of the Pro-Life Action 
League will be presenting Operation 


Rescue’s Randall Terry with a "Protec- : 


tor of the Year" award. At one point, 
Scheidler sneaks into the protest. 
Upon recognizing him demonstrators 
push him back into the hotel, but stop 
at the doors in order to not blow the 
cover of five infiltrators inside. During 
the Scheidler brags, "Earlier they 
shoved me to the hotel door but 
they’re such wimps they didn’t shove 
me all the way in. We would have 
gone all the way into the hotel." At 
precisely that moment the five burst 
into the banquet hall blowing whistles, 
and unfurl a banner proclaiming "Blow 
the Whistle on ‘Right to Life" right in 
front of the dais, remaining until forcib- 
ly ejected. Establishment media 


provided excellent coverage (for once.) _ 


Bloc Busters 

Toronto, Ontario, early March 1989 -- 
Neither East Nor West demonstrated 
twice in solidarity with 12 dissidents in 
Poland who were on a long hunger 
strike, protesting the Polish 
government's refusal of their passports. 
Without passports, Poles are essential- 
ly imprisoned within their country’s bor- 
ders, unable to meet with other East 
bloc or West bloc activists. The demos 
were peaceful save for an incident when 
RCMP officers ripped down banners 
and were met with chants of "RCMP and 
the KGB, they all look much the same to 


- mel" 
‘Please Recycle 


Wimmin Lead Militant 
Pro-Choice Activism 


Chicago, 8 July 1989 -- On the Satur- 
day following the announcement of 
the Supreme Court’s decision on the 
Webster case, Operation Rescue 
strikes again. The 5 women who had 
staked out the door of the downtown 
clinic were surrounded by rings of 
seated anti-choicers. Pro-choice rein- 
forcements arrived and surrounded 
the right wingers. Cops roughly 
removed clinic defenders while siding 
with the anti-choice forces and allow- 
ing them to remain blocking the doors. 
Defenders decided, "If you won't do 
your job we'll do it for you" and 
pressed forward toward the doors. 
Cops knocked over whole lines of 
people, and the news that evening 
would show a cop choking one 
woman. Dozens of unarrests showed 
the cops that their brutality would not 
stop women from defending their 
rights, and finally after two hours the 
cops started slowly removing and ar- 


_resting the “anti’s." By 9:30 am the 


clinic was open and all patients got in. 


Liverpool Revisited (No 
Astras) - 

Late March 1989 -- the Admiral Street 
cop shop Toxteth, Liverpool was 
gasoline-bombed again. A police 
helicopter brought in to deal with these 
incidents was gasoline-bombed at 

Liverpool Airport. 


<= 
Graphic from Bicicleta 


Direct Action in Pit- 
tston Strike E 
After a pre-Mayday rally drew 1500 
miners and supporters, the Pittston 
Mine Company shut down all its 

operations in Virginia. 

In a move to save their worthless as- 
sets, Pittston agreed to Federal 
Mediation in its dispute with United 
Mine Workers, who have been on 
strike since the first week of April. 
Before the rally, direct action by 
miners crippled Pittston’s operations. 
Miners sat in, blocking a mine’s main 
entrances by highway and railroad. — 
Over 1200 miners have been ar- ` 


rested, and local judges are setting 
bail as high as $10,000. 

Local students in nearly every high 
School in the four-county area walked 
out the week before the massive rally. 
Administrators tried to suspend strik- 
ing students, but backed down in the 
face of a public outcry. . 

News for The Year in Revolt came 
from Class War (UK), Ecomedia Bul- 
letin (Toronto), RABL Rouser (Min- 
neapolis), Slingshot (), The Torch/La 
Antorcha (New York City), No KKK, 
No Fascist USA, the New York Times, 
and other sources. 


ilyouare 
Nuclear Fishin 


for a better position 
SEND US YOUR ; 
RESUME— TODAY! 
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The future of the newspaper project has 
not been decided -- this is not the pet 
project of any one group in any one city. — 
We hope to talk to other @s about the 
project at the Gathering and hope to 


What is the Newspaper Project? 


by William Falk 


The newspaper you're holding was 
produced by people involved in 
something called "the newspaper 
project." 


‘Here is: 1) a history of the project; 
2) an argued plea on why | think we 
need a newspaper; and 3) some 


(lf you're interested in the packet 


of responses to the January letter, 


send $3,00 for photocopying and 
postage to me at PO Box 1288, GPO 
New York, NY 10116) 


The plan was to discuss the - 
responses to the letter and whattodo ~ 


next at the July 1988 Toronto anar- 


to meet again, all important decisions 
were made at meetings open to 
anyone interested at the Gathering it- 
self. A list of articles was drawn up 
and volunteers from around the 
country took responsibly for writing 
them. A meeting was held and a name 
-- RAGE! -- was agreed on. After that, 
the paper was on automatic pilot. 
RABL gathered in the articles from the 


have a weekend meeting of all the 
people ready to partici 
sometime this fall. 


RECRUITING TO THE 
@ VISION. 


pate in the project 


Why so much effort toward creating a 


newspaper when there are so many 
anarchist zines and newsletters now? 


chist Gathering. But it didn’t happen. On this | can only speak for myself. Let 


me start by saying | don’t believe in God. 

| don't believe there is a God who makes - 
it inevitable that totalitarian systems and 
forces will always triumph and anar- 
chists will always be reduced to living ins 
the cracks and crevices of a hostile- 
world. As absolutely crazy as it sounds, 
and is, | believe that the majority of the — 
world’s people and even the majority of ~ 
the people in the U.S. can be won toa 
revolutionary anarchist perspective. | 
look forward to burning down this sys- 
temand building a new one onthe ashes 
of the old and all that. 

At the same time, | don’t believe there 
is a God who creates anarchists or will 
see to it that a libertarian society is 
created. That is something we must do. 


scattered authors and entered them 
in a DOS word processing format. 
The stories were converted to typeset 
galleys and laid out at the Torch/La 
Antorcha office in New York. There 
was little editing done, which ac- 
counted for some of the repetitive 
quality of RAGE!. But it was a start. 
On January 7 of this year, while in 
Philadelphia for the planning meeting 
about the 1989 San Francisco gather- 
ing, about 12 people met about the 
newspaper to see where to go. There 
were a lot of criticisms of RAGE! and 
some discussion of our vision of a 
paper in the future. 
We decided to try to produce a 
second (after RAGE!) prototype 


thoughts on the immediate future of 
the project. 


HISTORY OF THE 
PROJECT 


l The newspaper project began 
= . during a January 1988 organizing 
A meeting in Atlanta set up at the clos- 
~~ ing session of the June 1987 anar- - 
chist Gathering in Minneapolis. 
Among the many different workshops 
3 in Atlanta was one about the pos- 
= Sibility of creating a monthly 
newspaper aimed at a wide audience. 
Out of this workshop came a small 
task group. The task group sent outa 
` letter to lots of people in the anarchist 


meg ae ea a ee Pe Y 


community, particularly to people al- 
ready involved in publishing efforts, 
asking whether they were interested 
in joining in a group effort. 


The response was mixed. A num- 
ber of anarchists, especially those in 
small cities and towns, welcomed the 
idea of something that could give 
their point of view a voice and allow 
them to put forward the ideas of anti- 
authoritarianism while working. in 


- groups, such as Gentral America 


solidarity. groups, that have people 


What did happen is that most of 
the same people who had been work- 
ing on the monthly newspaper 
project grouped around the project of 
organizing an anarchist contingent at 
the October 1988 Pentagon Block- 
ade called by CISPES, the Pledge of 
Resistance and other groups. This 
project was first proposed at an anti- 
imperialist affinity group workshop at 
the Gathering. It was endorsed, after 
some changes, at a 150 to 200 per- 
son meeting of the MayDay network 


newspaper with a production group 
to be set up in Chicago. That is what 
you are holding now. 

It was created to practise putting 
together a newspaper and to provide 
a focus for criticisms and comments. 


When people rebel they look for 


ways to defeat their enemies. Usually, at 
first, they look for peaceful ways (like 
voting, or gathering in Tiananmen 
Square) because they want to, avoid 
violence and killing. Then, often, they 
turn to more radical ideas. 


And when they do, | want them to = 


pick up an anarchist paper that clearly © 
and loudly explains and proclaims our 
vision of a new world. A paper that 
comes out of the cooperative effort of — 
the movement and a paper they can be 


proud of. A paper that can relate to them — 
and their culture whether they are Black, ~ 
Latin, Asian, Native American or white. A 
paper that conveys a desire to win strug- 
~ gles against the-system. A paper tha 
comes out each month on schedule and 
shows that anarchists. are people who 
you can trust and count on. | want a 


witha variety of points of view active 
=< in them. 


ee ee ee eS 


under a tree in the park on Sunday. 


a 


A ther hand, most of the 
am eople who CONO 


hadtheii 


_gapers*going, said, in various ways, 
== that given the reality of limited resour- 
2 ces, they preferred to put their ener- 


shot newspaper to explain to the rest 
of the Pentagon demonstrators who 
the anarchist contingent was made 


ea oe, oe 


“gies into their own existing projects at 


this time-Two exceptions to this were 


_the Torch/La Antorch 1a (Revolution- 


ary Socialist League) and RABL 
Rouser (Revolutionary Anarchist 
Bowling League). 


up of, and what we were about. This 


broadsheet of the Pentagon Contin- 


gent was produced in an odd way. 
Since it was impossible to create an - 
editorial board in the short time of the 
Gathering, and impractical for people 


Below we reprint a draft of a statement of unity prepared by 
a supporter of the newspaper project. 


What do you think? You can participate in this discussion 
by writing us or coming to the newspaper meeting at the 


Gathering. At that meetin 
conference for this fall. 


g, project supporters will plan a 


PROPOSED POLITICAL STATEMENT 


The newspaper isa- 
monthly anarchist 
newspaper intended to 
foster revolutionary anti- 
authoritarian activism in 
North America. 

We will provide coverage of 
social-struggles, world events, 
anarchist actions, and cultures 
of resistance. We will support 
the struggles of oppressed 
people around the world for 
control over their own lives. 
The newspaper is anti- 
Capitalist and anti-statist. 
We support efforts to over- 
throw all forms of class rules 
and state power. We support 
strikes and other forms of 


“e 


workers’ struggle for control of - 


the means of production. 

The newspaper is anti- 
racist and anti-imperialist. 
We support the right to self- 


- determination of nationalities 


oppressed by the various 
forms of imperialism. We sup- 
port struggles against white 
supremacy and racism in all its 
forms. We support the creation 
of a society that respects the 
full cultural diversity. of 
humanity. E 

The newspaper is feminist. 
We support womyn in their 
fight against patriarchy. We 
look forward to a world free of 
sexual violence, in which our 


differences are a cause of 


celebration. 


The newspaper supports 
Lesbian and Gay Liberation. 
We reject the compulsory 
heterosexuality of the patriar- 
chal family, and support at- 
tempts to foster a diversity of 
consensual human sexuality. 
The newspaper is revolu- 


tionary. 


We support the overthrow of 
all forms of authoritarian social 
relations and the creation of a 
society based on cooperation, 
solidarity, and mutual aid. We 
recognize that social revolu- 
tion can only be made by the 
Oppressed majority of 
humanity in a movement that 
they control themselves. We 


Support the use of whatever 


paper that recruits rebels into becoming 
anarchists, and | make no apologies for- 
it. If anarchists don’t recruit to their 
` ideas, then real rebels will look else- 
where and become Marxist-Leninists, 


: (continued on page 12) 


means are necessary to eman- 
cipate humanity and bring an 
end to the war, poverty, 
hunger, and misery generated 
by the existing system. We 
Support the emergence of a 
fighting movement as a step 
toward making the social 
revolution. 

The newspaper supports 
the struggle of youth 
against a world run in the 
interests of a few rich old 
men. : 

We recognize that it is youth 
who will make the future. The 
newspaper will consciously 
seek to reach youth from all 
oppressed communities. 


The newspaper does not 


_ pretend to fully understand, or ~ 


to be fully united on, all issues. 
We will not shy away from con- 
troversy. We will always seek 
the input of our readers and 
other activists in our efforts to 
advance both our own under- 
standing and that of the move- 
ments we serve. 


by Ned Day 


Page 16 a 
The Atrocity 


"The Atrocity" was written in 1988 
- and has been performed in various 
places around Chicago by Theater 
Oobleck. 


by Jeff Dorchen 


GLOUCON: Yum! What a good smell- 
ing bunch of food | have here on this 
expensive table of mine! 


SOCRATES: (Enters) . Friend 
Gloucon! What a good smelling bunch 
ot food you have here in a big pile. | 

“= could smell it all the way from the 
Plaka, where | was busy goosing the" 


wise of me, friend Gloucon, for like the 

~*~ stubborn ox the mind of youth must 

be goaded from behind. Sometimes 

they stand in-front of me blocking my 

«view of the Acropolis, so | poke my 

finger in, and then am rewarded witha 
clearer vision. 


GLOUCON: Sit down, friend 
Socrates, and eat some of this meal. 


SOCRATES: Okay. (Sits.) 7. 


poverent 
- Mysteries 


No its not Batman 


wh 


4 


SOCRATES: Yes, yes, yes. 
GLOUCON: Say "when." 


SOCRATES: (grabbing bottle and 
guzzling a lot): When! A person seek- 
ing fame does not have his mind fully 
on making other lives better. For this 
reason, the president should 
wear a disguise at all times. He should 
change his name and receive no 


‘media attention whatsoever. In fact, 
the office of the presidency should be 
looked upon as a punishment, a public 

- disgrace, and people should be re- 
quired to spit at the very mention of it. 
| think that would be best. Dare you 

_ take issue with such graceful thinking? 


GLOUCON: Never! 

SOCRATES: Good. More portions of 
rich food, please. Now what last 
character trait would hinder the presi- 

-dent from being a good Joe? 
= GLOUCON: Er...lack of tallness? 
SOCRATES: Hunger for Power! 


GLOUCON: Ah, yes! Answer that one 
< Ifyou can, Socrates! - 


Athenian youth. Do not ask if this was - 


GLOUCON: And what shall we dis- 
cuss as we chew these pleasant sub- 
jects? — 


SOCRATES: Nothing. We shall first 
swallow them. 


GLOUCON: Ah, yes, very wise, 
Socrates. What then? 


SOCRATES: Then we shall discuss 
my plan for making certain only wor- 


thy men hold public office. 


GLOUCON: Oh, and please do tell 
what that might be, oh worthy 
Socrates. : 


SOCRATES: Let me swallow first. 
There. Let us take as our test case the 
office of the presidency. for it is only 
one, -and the others are many. 
Also it is like the others, in that it is an 
office, like the others. But where — 
the others are many, it is only one, 
which is easier to think about. 


GLOUCON: | cannot dispute such 
economical reasoning. Please go on. 


SOCRATES: Let us consider the of 
lowing: Do we want an avaricious 
leader who will cater to the whims of 


SOCRATES: Hunger for Power. How 
to deal with said, how to make the of- 
fice less attractive to those who wish 
to wield the scepter of authority rather 
than the oven-mitts of the good of the 
people. 


GLOUCON: How? Dessert? 


SOCRATES: Dessert. A large one. We 
must render the office of the chief ex- 
ecutive less powerful. No one should 
listen to a word the president says. 
They should just ignore him. In fact, 
upon inauguration he should be 
shackled and gagged and dismem- 
bered and blinded and thrown into an 
escape-proof dungeon forever. 


` GLOUCON: Socrates? 


SOCRATES: Do you want to ask me 
if, since he will so suffer in his soul, the 
president will become embittered and 
abuse his lack of authority? - 


GLOUCON: No, | was going to ask if 
you wanted more wine. 


SOCRATES: (grabbing bottle) When! 
Now, friend Gloucon, consider the 
mountain climber. Does he not choose 
to put his body through intense suffer- 
ing just as our hypothetical leader will 


multinational corporations, who will 
help only the rich and forsake the poor 
and needy? : 


GLOUCON: Indeed we do. Well 
spoken, Socrates. 


SOCRATES: No, we don’t! And give 
me some of that junk. 


GLOUCON: Of course, here. No, of 
course we don’t. What could | be 
thinking? How very stupid of me - 


yog'e all seen kim, 
Nneowd of Wim, 


Aceaded Ww.. : 


choose to do likewise with his soul? 
And does not the mountain climber 
return healthier and stronger because 


of it? And does it not follow that our 


president will grow stronger and more 
perfect in soul as he serves his term, 
eh? se Ss 


GLOUCON: Without a doubt. 


SOCRATES: And should not the con- 
ditions we have thus far outlined for the 
presidency be extended to lesser but 
no less important offices? Should not 
the mayor, the drain commissioner, 
and the dog catcher be as noble in 
their offices as the president is in his? 


GLOUCON: Indeed they should! 


SOCRATES: Well, I'm full, so | must 
go now. 


GLOUCON: Well, thank you for edify- 
ing me, good noble philosopher guy. 


SOCRATES: You're welcome. Now 
please give me bus fare. a 


GLOUCON: With pleasure. How 
much? = ; 


_ SOCRATES: | feel that in light of our 


discourse tonight, | would like to have 


“Summer 1989 


SOCRATES: Correct. We desire a 
president who seeks the good of all 
the people. A person whose interest is 
only money will not take the people’s - 
interests to heart. 


GLOUCON: | see. More wine? 


SOCRATES: Oh, yes. We should 
make the office of the presidency as 
financially unattractive as possible. 
The president should like in a 
cardboard box, receive no salary, and 
work nights as a day-laborer. 


GLOUCON: What about a dental ` 
plan? 


SOCRATES: No denial plan! More 
food, please! If forced to live in abject 


poverty during and after his term, no 2” 


man with wealth as his design would ` 


- seek the office. Now why else would 


someone want to. be president other 
than for the good of the people? 


GLOUCON: To play with the inter-. 
com? ` 


SOCRATES: How about prestige, 
fame, and historical immortality? 


GLOUCON: Yes, that would be fun 


also. More "A 


one of those pieces of money with Ben 


- Franklin on it, since he is the only per- 


son on any money who was never 
president of anything. 


 GLOUCON: A hundred dollars for the 
bus? i 


SOCRATES: | find that | am out of 
cigarettes as well. 


GLOUCON: Oh, well, then, here you 
are. i 


- SOCRATES: Thank you and good- 
bye. (exits) 


GLOUCON: That Socratesisa worthy 
sort and a smart feller. } vow now to al- 

_ Ways be a smart and brainy character 
likewise, too. (calls off) Lurch! I’m 
going to the Plaka to pinch the asses 
of the young men of Athens. Please 
have my bath ready when | return. - 
(looks at finger, makes a few ass- 


poking jabs in the air.) And a finger 
_ bowl. 


fucking crazy setting the type ive 
gone fucking crazy setting the type 
i've gone fucking crazy setting the type 
i've gone fucking crazy setting the type 


